
“Still too soon” to lift lockdown –
Sian Berry urges government not to
ease measures before it is safe

7 May 2020

Responding to coverage suggesting measures may soon be put in place to ease
lockdown, Green Party co-leader Sian Berry said:

“We know people are anxious to get the country moving. Businesses are losing
out, families and friends are missing each other and there are very real
challenges being faced daily. But easing this lockdown too soon could have
really serious consequences, and it is still too soon. 

“Government policy is not yet in line with the World Health Organisation’s
guidelines on tracing and tracking. The Government has so far ignored calls
for a ‘Community Shields’ approach, a network of community-based protection
schemes which can respond quickly to any re-emergence of Covid-19. Instead it
favours a centralised app which is the subject of concern to monitor
infection rates and even that isn’t properly up and running yet.

“It just isn’t fair on the public to give the impression this crisis is over
when it’s not. Dealing with it requires everyone to do their bit and that the
Government recognises those efforts by making sure everyone has the financial
support they need.

“We’d much rather see the Government standing firm on its lockdown decision
until there is certainty a second peak is not being risked, one of the
Government’s own five tests, and that there is a trace and track system in
place that actually works.”
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