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Responding to the the repressive and violent crackdown on protesters by the
Iranian regime, Dr Ellie Chowns MP, leader of the Parliamentary Green Party,
said:

“The Green Party stands in solidarity with the people of Iran, who are
demonstrating extraordinary courage, putting their lives at risk, in order to
protest against the despotic Iranian regime.

“We defend the right to peaceful protest and demand that Iranians are granted
freedom of speech; we acknowledge that these are human rights that the people
of Iran – women and girls in particular – have spent many years fighting to
achieve. Their determination and bravery in the face of brutality is nothing
short of heroic.

“The scale of repression and bloodshed with which the regime has responded to
protests – killing hundreds of protestors, and cutting off Iranian citizens’
access to the internet and global communication – is intolerable, and we
welcome the UK Government’s new sanctions against the regime. We urge the
government to use every possible diplomatic, economic, and legal lever
available to hold those responsible for the persecution of protestors to
account.

“The right to freedom of expression and the right to protest are fundamental.
Enabling those rights to flourish unhindered inside Iran is essential if
voices and parties who support democracy and human rights are to survive and
shape the country’s future.

“We strongly oppose US military intervention as this is likely to result in
more deaths and chaos. The US record of interference in the Middle East is a
sorry one, be it invading Iraq under false pretences with no post-war
governance plan, or failures at proper nation-building in Afghanistan;
American intervention has nearly always led to intensified regional
instability. Instead, every effort should be made to use all other available
levers to sanction Iran and to support those campaigning for human rights and
freedom in Iran.”
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