
Significant milestone reached as extra
2 million scans, tests and checks
delivered to bust the Covid backlogs

Community diagnostic centres across the country have now delivered over
two million vital tests, checks and scans since July 2021, helping to
bust the Covid backlogs and speed up access to services for patients
Landmark milestone comes as Health and Social Care Secretary approves 10
new sites which will deliver CT scans, MRIs and x-rays across England
This forms part of the government’s ambition to roll out up to 160
centres across the country by 2025 to deliver millions more vital checks

Community diagnostic centres (CDCs) have delivered more than two million
vital tests, checks and scans for patients, with a further 10 centres now
approved, the Health and Social Care Secretary has announced today October
11. These centres are busting the Covid backlogs by speeding up access to
lifesaving tests.

The one-stop shops, backed by £2.3 billion in government funding, offer a
range of services in the heart of communities, making tests more accessible
for patients.

Based in community settings such as shopping centres and football stadiums
the hubs house a range of cutting-edge equipment, including MRI, CT, X-ray
and ultrasound scanners and offer services including blood tests or heart
rhythm and blood pressure monitoring. They are designed to speed up diagnosis
of conditions from cancer to heart or lung disease.

As set out in ‘Our Plan for Patients’ published in September, the government
will prioritise rolling out up to 160 of these centres across England by 2025
to help bust the Covid backlogs and enable the health service to deliver up
to nine million additional tests, checks and scans a year.

Later today, the Health and Social Care Secretary, Thérèse Coffey will
officially open a new community diagnostic centre in a shopping centre in
North London. It will be open for seven days a week and deliver an additional
40,000 tests by spring 2023.

Health and Social Care Secretary Thérèse Coffey said:

My number one priority is delivering for patients and we’re getting
on with the job of tackling the issues that affect people most –
ambulances, backlogs, care, doctors and dentists.

Today I’m announcing the approval of 10 new community diagnostic
centres which are helping to bust the Covid backlogs by delivering
vital tests, checks and scans in local areas.
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They have delivered over two million checks over the past year,
diagnosing conditions from cancer to lung disease – and we’re on
track to open up to 160 centres across the country by 2025,
delivering an additional 17 million checks.

NHS medical director for transformation, Vin Diwakar, said:

It is testament to the hard work of staff across the NHS that we
have now delivered more than two millions tests and checks at our
one stop shops and latest figures show we have the lowest number of
patients waiting for tests and checks since we published our
elective recovery plan in February.

We know that rapid diagnosis saves lives, and it is great news that
more of these centres have been approved to provide checks and
scans in the heart of local communities, making services more
accessible and convenient while also helping to improve outcomes
for patients with cancer and other serious conditions.

The 10 approved new centres will be rolled out across the country, including
in the Isle of Wight, Burnley and Medway in Kent. Once referred by a GP,
pharmacist or hospital, patients can access CDCs in their local area and get
any concerning symptoms checked out.

Thanks to these innovative approaches, significant progress has already been
made on tackling waiting lists, with the NHS virtually eliminating waits of
over two years for routine treatment as part of the first milestone in the
Elective Recovery Plan. The NHS plans to go further, including eliminating
waits of over 18 months by April 2023, over 15 months by March 2024, and over
a year by March 2025.

Background

The full list of approved new CDCs is as follows:

Island CDC (Hampshire and Isle of Wight ICS)
Burnley General Hospital spoke (Lancashire and South Cumbria ICS)
Southport and Ormskirk CDC (Cheshire and Merseyside ICS)
Newmarket CDC (Suffolk and North East Essex ICS)
Merry Hill Health Centre (Black Country and West Birmingham ICS)
Castle Hill Institute of Technology (Black Country and West Birmingham
ICS)
Rotherham Spoke CDC (South Yorkshire ICB)
Warrington and Halton CDC (Cheshire and Merseyside ICS)
Medway CDC Hub (Kent and Medway ICS)
Swale CDC Spoke (Kent and Medway ICS)

The total number of tests carried out per region in England is below.



Region Total tests
London 260,043
South West 293,015
South East 396,757
Midlands 370,543
East of England 198,196
North West 300,885
North East and Yorkshire 200,422
Total 2,019,861


