
SED attends APAIE 2025 Conference and
Exhibition (with photos)

     The Secretary for Education, Dr Choi Yuk-lin, attended the Asia-Pacific
Association for International Education (APAIE) 2025 Conference and
Exhibition in Delhi, India, on March 27 (Delhi time) and received the APAIE
flag from the President of the APAIE, Professor Venky Shankararaman,
officially announcing that the next APAIE Conference and Exhibition will be
held in Hong Kong.
 
     In her speech at the closing ceremony of the Conference, Dr Choi said
that Hong Kong, as Asia's world city, offers a unique confluence of global
connectivity, world-class infrastructure and rich cultural experiences for
all APAIE Conference participants. Dr Choi also noted that the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) forms a world-class innovation hub,
providing vast opportunities for academic collaborations. She sincerely
invited overseas partners to attend the APAIE Conference next year in Hong
Kong to build connections in teaching and research collaboration with
representatives from the city and around the globe. 
 
     The APAIE Conference and Exhibition is the largest education conference
in Asia-Pacific region. The conference in 2026 will be held from February 23
to 27 by the Chinese University of Hong Kong with support from the other
University Grants Committee (UGC)-funded universities. The conference will
gather leaders and representatives from the higher education sector worldwide
in Hong Kong and offer local post-secondary institutions an opportunity to
further enhance co-operation and exchanges with their counterparts around the
world. Coinciding with the 2025 ranking of the world's most international
universities published by the Times Higher Education last week, in which four
UGC-funded universities claimed all top four spots, the holding of the next
APAIE Conference and Exhibition in Hong Kong highlights the city's image as
an international hub for post-secondary education.
 
     At the Conference this year, Dr Choi also delivered a speech under the
theme "Study in Hong Kong". She said that Hong Kong is renowned for its
vibrancy, high quality of life and safety, making it an exceptional study
destination. With Hong Kong's aspirations to become an international hub for
post-secondary education, as well as its pursuit of excellence in teaching
and research, five publicly funded universities of Hong Kong rank among the
world's top 100.
 
     The Secretary-General of the UGC, Professor James Tang, also spoke at a
seminar of the Conference to elaborate on Hong Kong’s edges in higher
education, among which, around one in every four students and around 70 per
cent of academic staff of UGC-funded universities come from outside Hong
Kong. The institutions have also signed over 2 600 student exchange
agreements with their counterparts worldwide, underscoring their achievement
in enhancing diversity in higher education and strengthening collaboration
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with institutions from other places.
 
     Dr Choi visited the Hong Kong Pavilion, which was set up by the Heads of
Universities Committee Standing Committee on Internationalisation and funded
by the UGC, to learn about the proactive work of the UGC-funded universities
in expanding their international network as well as their promotion for
recruiting students from more places to undertake further studies and
exchanges in Hong Kong. In addition, she toured various booths at the
Exhibition and exchanged views with representatives from different countries
and regions on the development and promotion of post-secondary education.
 
     On March 28 (Delhi time), Dr Choi will pay a courtesy call on the
Chinese Ambassador to India, Mr Xu Feihong, to introduce Hong Kong's latest
education policy. She will then conclude the visit and return to Hong Kong.
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