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The Scottish Conservatives are calling for Scottish Government to get behind
community efforts to promote vocational education, Ruth Davidson said on a
visit to Newlands Junior College in Glasgow today.

The brainchild of entrepreneur and philanthropist Jim McColl OBE, the college
supports young 14-16 year-olds who are not learning well in the mainstream
education sector – and instead gives them a chance to develop and learn new
skills.

The college is the only one of its kind in the country – but the Scottish
Conservatives are now calling on ministers to work with both the private
and voluntary sectors, as well as other philanthropists, to set up similar
colleges across Scotland.

Such a network would ensure thousands of youngsters who are in danger of
dropping out might instead learn skills and be re-motivated.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“Too many youngsters across Scotland either drop out of mainstream education,
or leave without the skills needed to make the most of their lives.

“Newlands Junior College is a shining beacon which shows that, with the right
ideas and support, we really can ensure every child makes the most of their
abilities.

“Jim McColl is to be applauded for the extraordinary work he has begun.

“But it is hugely regrettable that it took such a fight to make Newlands
Junior College happen, and that it is the only example of its kind in the
country. This simply must change.

“After years of under-performance and a stubbornly persistent attainment gap,
I believe Scotland’s failed one-sized-fits-all education system needs reform.

“We simply cannot allow Scottish education to continue to stagnate. It is
time to open ourselves up to new ideas and bring in the support of Scotland’s
business community and voluntary sector where they can contribute.

“The Scottish Government is putting together its governance review as we
speak.

“We would encourage it to consider great initiatives like Newlands Junior
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College and focus on what works.”


