
Press release: Celeb-led travel trends
prompt FCO warning this Easter

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) is warning young Brits following in
the footsteps of globe-trotting celebs not to fall foul of lesser-known local
laws and customs, which could land them in serious trouble.

New research from the FCO shows that one third of 18 – 24 year olds (33%)
will be influenced by celebrities when preparing for their holiday this
Easter, with nearly one in three (30%) saying stars inspire their travel
destination.

However, many of these destinations have more unusual and surprising rules
than UK travellers are used to.

As most young Brits don’t have A-listers’ concierge support when planning
trips abroad, the FCO is urging British people to be aware of local laws and
customs in the destinations they are travelling to by reading up on Travel
Advice – something that fewer than two fifths of young people (38%) currently
do – if they want to avoid getting into trouble abroad.

FCO analysis of ONS data has found a significant increase in Brits travelling
further afield than the traditional European trips, often to popular
celebrity destinations that have stricter laws and customs than the UK.
Visits to Sri Lanka are up more than a fifth (22%) and the UAE up more than a
sixth (17%).

Jack White, celeb content director at Now magazine said:

We’ve all felt the pang of envy that comes from scrolling through a
celebrity’s luxury holiday snaps on social media, but if you’re
ever lucky enough to end up in Dubai or St Lucia it’s worth
remembering different countries have different rules – and
sometimes even the stars seem unaware of this.

It’s easy to get caught up the moment on holiday, so it’s worth
researching the local laws beforehand to make sure your dream trip
doesn’t end in disaster. After all, there’s definitely nothing
glamorous about ending up behind bars!

The FCO recommends Brits making trips abroad this Easter join the 16 million
people a year who check its Travel Advice before they travel. All sorts of
local laws and customs are covered in the travel advice, including the 10
listed below:

UAE: Swearing and making rude gestures (including online) are considered1.
obscene acts and offenders can be jailed or deported.
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Thailand: You can’t bring vaporisers, such as e-cigarettes, e-baraku or2.
refills into Thailand. These items are likely to be confiscated and you
could be fined or sent to prison for up to ten years if convicted.

Greece: Indecent behaviour, including mooning, isn’t tolerated and could3.
result in arrest and a fine or a prison sentence.

Sri Lanka: The mistreatment of Buddhist images and artefacts is a4.
serious offence and tourists have been convicted for this. British
nationals have been refused entry to Sri Lanka or faced deportation for
having visible tattoos of Buddha. Don’t pose for photographs standing in
front of a statue of Buddha.

Japan: The use or possession of some medicines like Vicks Inhalers or5.
painkillers containing Codeine is banned in Japan and can result in
detention and deportation

Turkey: It is an offence to insult the Turkish nation or the national6.
flag, or to deface or tear up currency. If you are convicted of any of
these offences, you could face a prison sentence of between six months
and three years.

Caribbean: Many Caribbean countries, such as Barbados, St. Vincent, and7.
St. Lucia ban the wearing of camouflage clothing, including by children.

Spain: Causing a forest fire is treated as a criminal offence in Spain8.
even if unintentional.

Australia: Australia has strict quarantine rules to keep out pests and9.
diseases that could affect plant, animal and human health. Breaches of
quarantine regulations can result in large fines.

Ukraine: Smoking and drinking alcoholic drinks in public places10.
(including transport, bus stops, underground crossings, sports and
government establishments, playgrounds and parks) is officially banned.

Julia Longbottom, FCO Consular Director said:

It’s great to see the British people being inspired to travel to
new and exciting places. This makes it all the more important to
follow our Travel Advice and respect local laws and customs to
avoid unnecessary trouble. For instance, e-cigarettes are banned in
Thailand and can result in a prison sentence of up to ten years.



Even in places closer to home, disrespecting local laws can have
serious consequences – in Greece indecent behaviour, such as
mooning, can be punishable with a fine or even a prison sentence.
We see many cases each year of people breaking local laws and
customs.

It is important that our travellers understand that the UK
Government can’t give legal advice or get them out of prison.
Instead, we want to do all we can to help British people stay safe
when they are travelling, and avoid ending up in these difficult
situations.

For more information and to find out about local laws and customs in
destinations around the world, visit the FCO’s travel advice pages.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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Are you a Community Interest Company (CIC) or an Agent who files on behalf of
one?

Would you like to help shape the development of a new service to allow
CICs to file their annual report and accounts online?
We are looking for CICS & Agents to participate in user testing our new
online filing service at Companies House, Cardiff.
The testing will take approximately an hour and will help make the new
service fit for the needs of CICs and their Agents.

If you are interested in taking part please email
surveys@companieshouse.gov.uk for further details.

Press release: Crackdown on private
landlords renting overcrowded and
dangerous homes

Measures to improve overcrowded and dangerous living conditions of private
tenants in shared homes were laid before Parliament today (15 March 2018) by
Housing Minister Heather Wheeler.

Councils are being given tough new powers to tackle the small minority of
rogue landlords who rent out overcrowded properties and impose fines of up to
£30,000 for those landlords who do not comply.

From October councils will be able to set minimum bedroom size standards and
also introduce limits on how many people can live in each bedroom of a
licenced multiple occupancy home. Councils will be able to use national
minimum standards or apply even tougher requirements in order to address
specific local needs.

This move will help ensure tenants have the space they need and deserve as
well as reduce health and safety risks they face by sharing cooking and
washing facilities with too many people.

The new standards will apply to all landlords seeking new licences. Landlords
of existing properties will be given up to 18 months to make necessary
changes when re-applying for a licence when it expires.

In a move to stop rubbish piling up outside some shared rented homes, often
presenting health risks and blighting neighbourhoods, landlords will also be
required to provide adequate waste storage facilities in line with their
local authority’s rules. If they fail to do so they could face a fine.

These latest measures build on wider government action to drive up standards
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in the private rented sector by tackling bad landlords. This includes the
launch of a new database of rogue landlords and introduction of banning
orders for the worst offenders coming into force next month.

Minister Heather Wheeler said:

Everyone deserves a decent and safe place to live. But some tenants
are being exploited by a minority of unscrupulous landlords who
profit from renting out cramped and sometimes squalid or dangerous
properties.

Today’s measures will mean landlords must provide adequate space
for their tenants or face a hefty fine. It is part of a raft of new
powers for councils to crack down on rogue landlords and
comprehensive action we are taking to improve conditions for
private tenants.

Last month new legislation was introduced requiring more landlords to obtain
a licence from their council. Landlords of 1 and 2-storey multiple occupancy
properties will be brought within scope of mandatory licensing requirements
across England, affecting roughly 160,000 additional properties.

Further information

Minimum space requirements

Rooms used for sleeping by 1 person over 10 will have to be no smaller
than 6.51 square metres, and those slept in by 2 people over 10 will
have to be no smaller than 10.22 square metres. Rooms slept in by
children of 10 years and younger will have to be no smaller than 4.64
square metres.
The licence must specify the maximum number of persons (if any) who may
occupy any room and the total number across the different rooms must be
the same as the number of persons for whom the property is suitable to
live in.

Extended scope of mandatory house in multiple occupation
licensing

National mandatory licensing currently only applies to houses in
multiple occupation that have 3 or more storeys and occupied by 5 or
more people. It is being extended to cover one/two storey houses in
multiple occupation which are occupied by 5 or more people.

Waste Storage

The government has re-affirmed the need for councils to provide
comprehensive and frequent household waste collections which are free at
the point of use. Councils should not seek to impose backdoor waste
charging of residential properties, including houses in multiple



occupation.

Banning orders and landlord database

A small number of rogue or criminal landlords knowingly rent out unsafe and
substandard accommodation.

The Housing and Planning Act 2016 introduced a range of measures to tackle
rogue landlords:

civil penalties of up to £30,000 as an alternative to prosecution – came
into force April 2017
extension of Rent Repayment Orders to cover illegal eviction, breach of
a banning order or failure to comply with a statutory notice – came into
force April 2017
banning orders for the most serious offenders – to be implemented in
April 2018
a database of rogue landlords/letting property agents convicted of
certain offences – to be implemented in April 2018
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News story: UK aid provides healthcare
and education to Palestinian refugees

The UK is supporting the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees
(UNRWA) to help educate 500,000 children and provide health services for 3
million Palestinian refugees, including those affected by the brutal conflict
in Syria.

Speaking at the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference on UNRWA in Rome today
(Thursday 15 March), Middle East Minister Alistair Burt highlighted the UK’s
continuing commitment to supporting Palestinian refugees and called on other
countries to do more to alleviate some of the current pressures the agency is
facing. He welcomed reform efforts to date and encouraged UNRWA to continue
the pace of cost-efficiency reform.

Mr. Burt confirmed that the UK will deliver its next round of financial
support earlier than originally planned, to help meet the growing needs of
Palestinian refugees across the region.

Minister Burt said:

The UK is unequivocally committed to supporting vulnerable
Palestinian refugees by assisting in the provision of education and
healthcare across the region which is a key part of our resolve to
promote a two-state solution. UNRWA plays a unique and critical
role in supporting regional stability, and it’s absolutely right
that Global Britain supports the sustainability of its services.

Today I’m calling on others to follow our lead to make sure that
UNRWA’s humanitarian and stabilising role continues uninterrupted.
This is not just important for those Palestinians in need of aid,
but also to maintain stability across the region which is in all of
our interests.

Notes to Editors

Over the course of the 2017/2018 financial year, the UK has provided
around £50 million to UNRWA to support the agency’s delivery of food,
education and healthcare to vulnerable Palestinians across the Middle
East. This makes us one of the top five donors.
The UK will provide at least £28 million to UNRWA next financial year,
as previously outlined in our multi-year commitment to 2021.
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Press release: Change of Her Majesty’s
Ambassador to Iran in April 2018

Mr Rob Macaire CMG has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Islamic
Republic of Iran in succession to Mr Nicholas Hopton who will be transferring
to another Diplomatic Service appointment. Mr Macaire will take up his
appointment in April 2018.

Commenting on the appointment, Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

Iran has an important role to play in the Middle East region, but
it is essential that it does so in a constructive way – something I
made clear during my visit to Tehran in December last year. The
Iran deal, signed in 2015, was a huge diplomatic success. The
product of years of patient and persistent diplomacy that
extinguished the threat of a nuclear-armed Iran.

In that vein, I am pleased that Rob will be applying his wealth of
international experience to the leading HMG’s engagement in Tehran.
We face challenges – including the ongoing cases of British dual-
nationals detained in Iran – and areas for potential collaboration.
I look forward to working with him across these areas.

Mr Macaire said:

I am honoured to be appointed the new British Ambassador to Iran.
The UK’s continued engagement with Iran is vital to our goal of
making the Middle East region a safer and more stable place. I look
forward to working with the Government of Iran and with
international partners to preserve the nuclear deal and deepen our
bilateral relationship, through constructive engagement on human
rights, trade, and seeking political solutions to the conflicts in
Yemen, Syria and elsewhere.

CURRICULUM VITAE

Full name: Robert Macaire CMG

Married to: Alice Macaire

Children: Two

2016 – present Language Training
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2011 – 2016 BG Group plc. Director of Government/Public Affairs and Political
Risk

2008 – 2011 Nairobi, British High Commissioner

2006 – 2008 FCO, Director, Consular Services

2004 – 2006 New Delhi, Political Counsellor

2002 – 2004 FCO, Head, Counter Terrorism Policy Department

1998 – 2002 Washington, First Secretary, Middle East and Counter-terrorism

1998 FCO, Head of Sierra Leone Unit, Africa Directorate

1997 –1998 FCO, Head of Southern Africa Section, Africa Directorate

1996 – 1997 FCO, Head of MEPP Section, Near East and North Africa Department

1995 – 1996 FCO, Head of Levant Section, Near East and North Africa
Department

1991 – 1995 Bucharest, Second Secretary (Know How Fund)

1990 FCO, Falkland Islands Department
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