News story: Resistant gonorrhoea case
reminds importance of safe sex

Dr Gwenda Hughes, Consultant Scientist and Head of Sexually Transmitted
Infection (STI) Section at Public Health England (PHE), said:

We are investigating a case who has gonorrhoea which was acquired
abroad and is very resistant to the recommended first line
treatment. First line treatment for gonorrhoea is a combination of
2 antibiotics (azithromycin and ceftriaxone). This is the first
time a case has displayed such high-level resistance to both of
these drugs and to most other commonly used antibiotics.

We are following up this case to ensure that the infection was
effectively treated with other options and the risk of any onward
transmission is minimised. PHE actively monitors, and acts on, the
spread of antibiotic resistance in gonorrhoea and potential
treatment failures, and has introduced enhanced surveillance to
identify and manage resistant strains of infection promptly to help
reduce further spread.

It is better to avoid getting or passing on gonorrhoea in the first
place and everyone can significantly reduce their risk by using
condoms consistently and correctly with all new and casual
partners. Anyone who thinks they may have been at risk should seek
an STI screen at a sexual health clinic.

Read the full Multi-drug resistant gonorrhoea in England: 2018 report.

Press release: PM call with President
Trump: 28 March 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

Prime Minister Theresa May today spoke with President Trump to
welcome the US decision to expel 60 Russian diplomats in response
to the use of a nerve agent in Salisbury.
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The PM said the US had delivered a very strong response and
welcomed the breadth of international action in response to
Russia’s reckless and brazen behaviour — with 26 countries now
putting expulsions in place.

The Prime Minister welcomed the temporary exemption to steel and
aluminium tariffs announced by the US last week in relation to the
European Union.

She said she looked forward to constructive talks taking place
between the EU and the US on making the exemption permanent.

Finally, the Prime Minister thanked the President for his personal
help and support in securing the passage of the Clarifying Lawful
Overseas Use of Data Act or CLOUD Act by the US, which will provide
an important tool in the investigation of terrorist and other
offences in the UK and keep people living here safer.

Press release: Hefty fines for
unlicensed anglers

Two men have been handed hefty court fines for fishing illegally in separate
offences at Manor Farm Lakes Northill, Bedford.

They were caught in May last year fishing without a rod licence during
targeted patrols by Environment Agency fisheries enforcement officers.

Jay John Whitbread, 22, of Church Lane, Bedford, was caught fishing without a
licence at the same location on 2 separate occasions and both cases were
heard together at court. He was fined £657, and ordered to pay a victim
surcharge of £30 and £127 costs. A total of £814.

Liam Knight, 27, of Westmill Lane, Hitchin, was also caught fishing without a
licence. He was fined £293, and ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £30 and
£127 costs. A total of £450.

The defendants both pleaded guilty to Luton Magistrates Court on 6 March
2018.
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After the hearing Environment Agency officer Kye Jerrom said:

It’s a crime to fish without a valid licence and offenders could be
fined up to £2,500, have their fishing equipment seized and be
banned from fishing. Our enforcement officers inspect rod licences
throughout East Anglia and could turn up at any time.

A1l income from rod licence sales is invested directly back into
maintaining and improving fisheries. Those who fish without a rod
licence are having a direct effect on that work and are selling
other anglers short. At £30 for a 2 rod coarse and non-migratory
trout license, or £82 to also fish for salmon and sea trout, and
short term options available too, the rod licence is great value
for money”.

Anglers are being reminded that fishing for coarse fish in rivers is off
limits until 16 June and anyone caught can expect to be prosecuted and face a
fine. The 3-month break began 15 March and ends 15 June.

Close Season

The close season on rivers is important to maintain healthy fish stocks, as
it allows fish time to breed as well as giving other waterside wildlife the
same break. During this time fisheries enforcement officers will be carrying
out regular patrols of rivers with partners under OPERATION CLAMPDOWN.

OPERATION CLAMPDOWN is a joint Environment Agency, Police and Angling Trust —
Voluntary Bailiff Service enforcement strategy run throughout the closed
season. It ensures reactive and planned enforcement activity prevents illegal
fishing on lakes, rivers, ponds and canals where coarse fishing is allowed.
Officers will be ensuring all anglers have a valid rod licence, and they will
also be on the look-out for those using illegal baits, banned methods of
fishing and fishing in prohibited areas.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy — either online at www.gov.uk — the
only site you need, or from the Post Office.

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60.

Press release: Former private school
teacher jailed for longer for sexual
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abuse

A former private boarding school teacher who sexually abused 4 of his pupils
has had his sentence increased after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland
QC MP, appealed it for being too low.

Peter Burr, now aged 73, indecently assaulted the boys aged between 11 and 14
at Christ’s Hospital School in West Sussex between 1969 and 1973.

The pupils at the school were largely vulnerable young boys from
disadvantaged backgrounds or had gained a place at the school following the
death of a family member and had been separated from their families.

Burr pleaded guilty to 9 counts of indecently assaulting the boys and was
originally sentenced to 4 years imprisonment. The Court of Appeal has today
increased his sentence to 6 years 7 months in prison.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

Burr betrayed his position of trust in the most despicable way
possible.

I am pleased the Court of Appeal has increased the sentence. I
trust this sends a clear message that justice will be served no
matter how long ago the offences took place. I hope this helps the
victims to get some closure.

Press release: Traffic officer patrols
to step up during South West holiday
season

During the upcoming Easter holiday period and over the busy summer months,
Highways England traffic officers will patrol and assist incidents on parts
of the A30 in Cornwall.

Highways England already works in partnership with Devon and Cornwall Police
and forms part of a multi-agency partnership in terms of safety and severe
weather handling.

Patrolling of the A30 is a trial initiative to support Devon and Cornwall
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Police and help to address increased traffic volumes and related incidents on
the A30 in Cornwall.

Traffic officers currently assist drivers in any difficulty, co-ordinate the
resources of the emergency services, manage traffic to reduce incident-
related congestion and clear debris from the carriageways.

Based at both Bodmin police station and Cornwall Council’s Castle Canyke
depot during the peak holiday months, they will now be closer at hand to
provide assistance along the A30 and A38.

Traffic officers will patrol the A30 between Carland Cross and Lifton Down,
and Rob Penney, South West Service Delivery Manager for Highways England,
said:

We have assisted with incidents along the A30 before, but we’ve
only previously patrolled routinely as far as Daisymount.

The aim is to provide further assistance to motorists on our South
West network. We're delighted to extend our service further south
into Cornwall and to continue our close working partnership with
Devon and Cornwall Police and Cornwall Council.

At this stage, our traffic officers will only be patrolling the A30
during the holiday months, but there may be scope to increase the
patrols in the future, dependent on a review of this trial period.

Chief Inspector Adrian Leisk, head of roads policing for the Devon & Cornwall
Police and Dorset Police alliance, said:

Devon and Cornwall Police is delighted to expand its partnership
working with Highways England into Cornwall.

This builds on the considerable success of the operational activity
on the M5, A38 and A30 in Devon, where Highways England Traffic
Officers have supported police resources in dealing with road
traffic collisions and other incidents which have the potential to
cause disruption on our strategic road network.

This ‘one team’ approach will undoubtedly help support communities
and businesses who rely on a resilient and capable road network in
Cornwall, during what will be the busiest periods of the year.

Highways England’s Traffic Officer service patrols England’s motorways and
major A roads, helping to keep traffic flowing smoothly.

Traffic Officers are not an enforcement agency, but they do have the power to
stop and direct traffic, close lanes and carriageways and manage traffic, and
road users must obey their directions.



Traffic Officers help to keep roads running smoothly by attending incidents,
ensuring the scene is safe, clearing the carriageway of debris, managing
debris and supporting the emergency services.

They also deal with broken down and abandoned vehicles on the strategic road
network, recovering vehicles that are causing a blockage or hazard, and
ensure that the scene of an incident is safe, for road users and working
partners.

For more information on the roles and responsibilities of a traffic officer
go to our web page Highways England’'s traffic officer service.

Over the Easter period, Highways England is removing some 300 miles of
roadworks to make journeys better for drivers and their passengers. That
means around 99 per cent of motorways and major A-roads will be roadworks-
free in time for Easter.

And Highways England is also calling on drivers to do their bit and check
their vehicle before setting off to avoid breakdowns, and keep the road
network flowing freely.

Research shows almost half of all breakdowns are caused by simple mechanical
problems which could be avoided with simple checks and nearly a quarter are
caused by tyre problems.

Before setting off on journeys, motorists are advised to:

e check fuel: make sure you have enough to get to your destination.

e check tyres: check your tyre pressure and the condition of your tyres,
including the spare. Look out for cuts or wear and make sure the tyres
have a minimum tread depth of 1.6mm, which is the legal limit.

e check engine o0il: use your dipstick to check oil before any long
journey, and top up if needed. Take your car back to the garage if
you’'re topping up more than usual.

e check water: to ensure you have good visibility, always keep your screen
wash topped up so you can clear debris or dirt off your windscreen.

e check your lights: if your indicators, hazard lights, headlights, fog
lights, reverse lights or brake lights are not functioning properly, you
are putting yourself at risk. In addition, light malfunctions can be a
reason for your vehicle to fail its MOT.

Christian Morgan, South West operations manager for Highways England, said:
Traffic volumes increase in the South West during holiday periods

and breakdowns and other incidents can cause issues on our network
during these busy times.

Safety is our top priority and we advise all motorists to carry out
a few simple vehicle checks before setting off over this period.


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/highways-england/about-our-services

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.



