
Press release: PM meeting with New
Zealand Prime Minister: 18 April 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister held a bilateral meeting with the New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern at Downing Street earlier today.

They agreed the bond between the UK and New Zealand was unique and
enduring, based on friendship and shared values, and underpinned by
strong security, prosperity and people-to-people links.

The Prime Minister said New Zealand was an indispensable partner
for the UK, noting the relationship has always been important, but
is arguably even more vital today, given our shared commitment to
free trade and protecting the rules-based international system.

The Prime Minister thanked Prime Minister Ardern for New Zealand’s
support over the attack against the Assad regime, and following the
chemical nerve agent attack in Salisbury. They agreed it was
essential to reassert the international norm against chemical
weapons use.

They agreed that part of reinvigorating the Commonwealth was about
fostering more intra-Commonwealth support, and to explore the
possibility of working together on development assistance in the
Pacific region.

They also discussed the bilateral trade and investment
relationship, agreeing that UK-New Zealand trade working group
discussions were progressing well and confirming our shared
ambition to form a new bilateral UK-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement once we have left the EU. They welcomed the approach
agreed at the March European Council to provide continuity during
the implementation period for international agreements, which could
be swiftly transitioned into new bilateral agreements once the
implementation period ends.
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the Propriety and Ethics Team: Helen
MacNamara

The Cabinet Secretary, with the approval of the Prime Minister, has today
announced that Helen MacNamara, currently the Director General for Housing in
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, will be appointed
to the role of Director General, Propriety and Ethics Team in the Cabinet
Office.

The role oversees the provision of advice to all government departments on
standards and ethics issues, corporate governance in public bodies, and
manages public appointments. The purpose of the role is to ensure the highest
standards of propriety, integrity and governance within government.

Helen will take on the role in May when Sue Gray, the current Director
General for the Propriety and Ethics Team, moves to the Northern Ireland
Civil Service to begin her role as Permanent Secretary.

Speaking about the appointment, Sir Jeremy Heywood, the Cabinet Secretary
said:

I am delighted to announce Helen’s appointment to the role of
Director General of the Propriety and Ethics Team. She is a highly
experienced civil servant who has worked in many senior roles
across government. Her appointment will bring a wealth of knowledge
and understanding of how government works, that will assist her in
this crucial role.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sue Gray for
her outstanding contribution. She has shown extraordinary
commitment and integrity in this challenging role. She has earned
huge respect and admiration across government for her wise counsel,
strong leadership and excellent judgement. I wish her all the best
in her next position.

Helen MacNamara said:

I am delighted to be returning to the Cabinet Office to take on
this important role. I’m looking forward to building on the
excellent work of Sue Gray, and supporting the Prime Minister and
Cabinet Secretary in upholding the highest standards of integrity
and propriety within government.

This appointment has been agreed by the Prime Minister, and follows an
extensive recruitment competition.
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Helen MacNamara has been Director General, Housing in the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government since July 2016.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister of India: 18 April 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

This morning the Prime Minister welcomed Prime Minister Modi of
India to Downing Street for bilateral talks. The Prime Minister and
Prime Minister Modi discussed the chemical weapons attacks in
Salisbury and Syria, expressing concern and making clear their
opposition to the use of chemical weapons by any party in any
circumstances.

The Prime Minister reiterated the UK’s position on Russia’s recent
destabilising behaviour, underlined by the attack in Salisbury and
the protection provided for the Syrian regime’s repeated use of
chemical weapons against its people.

The leaders discussed their shared priorities in the Indo-Pacific
and committed to working more closely together to ensure it
remained free and open.

They reflected on the progress made on bilateral defence and
security cooperation since the Prime Minister’s visit to India in
2016 and the agreement to a number of Defence Capability
Partnerships in key strategic areas, with closer military-to-
military ties underpinned by a succession of high level visits and
exchanges. They agreed to continue working together closely to
combat terrorism, radicalisation and online extremism.

They also discussed co-operation between the two countries on legal
matters. Mrs May welcomed the return to the UK of the Chennai Six.

The Prime Minister updated Prime Minister Modi on the progress of
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, saying the implementation period
agreed in March gives Indian companies and investors the confidence
that market access will continue on current terms until the end of
2020.

She reiterated that the UK will remain committed to global free
trade and investment and that the UK will remain a leading hub for
global finance. Prime Minister Modi said there would be no dilution
in the importance of the UK to India post-Brexit. He said the City
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of London was of great importance to India for accessing the global
markets and would remain so.

The two leaders said trade between the UK and India had grown
strongly over the last year and Prime Minister Modi said that
Brexit offers opportunities to further increase trade ties.

The Prime Ministers welcomed the £1 billion of commercial deals
which has been agreed today. They agreed to build on the
recommendations of the UK-India Joint Trade Review to reduce
barriers to trade, to make it easier to do business in both
countries and enable a stronger bilateral trade relationship for
the future.

Looking to the future the Prime Minister and Prime Minister Modi
discussed the new UK-India Tech Partnership agreed today which will
create thousands of jobs and generate significant investment in
both our economies. The Prime Minister said the Partnership will be
at the core of much that we’ll do together over the next decade.

Finally they looked forward to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting tomorrow and agreed on the importance of working together
to build a more sustainable, prosperous, secure and fairer future
for all Commonwealth citizens.

Speech: Social work and the
Commonwealth

Good evening. Thank you, Ruth Allen and the British Association of Social
Workers (BASW), for inviting me today. I am delighted to be here for two
reasons. First, it is rare that I am able to speak to a group of like-minded
people from across the Commonwealth. And second – and I make no apology for
this – it’s a great chance for me to talk about the great work we are doing
here.

I’d like to speak around three themes – the importance of social work,
working in partnership and sharing our experience of how our vision for
social work reform is working – especially for those on the frontline.

I am delighted to recognise the contribution that social work practice makes
in improving people’s lives, both here in the UK and across the Commonwealth.
Social work is a human rights based profession with the overriding aim of
improving social justice and citizenship for those we are here to serve and
work alongside. It brings a unique approach to working with people and
communities as a whole.
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Social workers develop relationships with people, starting with where they
are and what matters to them, recognising their strengths, gifts and
aspirations – and building on these to support the wellbeing of families and
communities, and to ensure the care and support provided is just right.

In the UK, social workers have been involved in responding to emergency and
disaster situations including the Grenfell fire tragedy and terrorist
attacks, as well as severe snow storms and flooding.

Many social workers in Commonwealth nations are also involved in supporting
and working with communities dealing with the impact of environmental
disasters such as flooding and earthquakes and the impact of movements of
people because of war or conflict. There is much we can learn from each other
in developing and improving our social work practice to best help and support
those we work with across our nations.

The Commonwealth is a remarkable international organisation, spanning every
geographical region, religion and culture. With 53 independent countries, it
is uniquely placed to support and encourage international co-operation
between people all over the world; and after 60 years, it remains a major
force for change in the world today.
In the UK, there have been significant improvements in the quality of social
work education over the last decade, with social work now an established
graduate profession with national professional standards.

I know there are now over 90,000 Commonwealth students here. And we have 17
Commonwealth Scholars currently studying social work – as well as two
Rutherford Fellows who, as you’ll know, are highly skilled researchers
conducting postdoctoral research here.

Our world-class universities attract this range of global talent. We are a
world-leading destination for study and research, with four universities in
the world’s top 10 and 16 in the top 100 – second only to the USA.
But this is not simply about our institutions providing an excellent
education – it is the people who really make the difference in building
relationships between our countries. International students bring greater
diversity to campuses, an international dimension to the experience of all
our students, and add to the UK’s impressive research capacity.

In offering a warm welcome to international students, we create lasting
positive relations with future leaders, influencers and decision-makers
around the world and improve the prospect of strengthened cultural, business,
political and research links between our countries.

International social workers also play a vital role in the provision of child
and family social work here in the UK. Their contribution is truly important
to helping to connect the profession with the people it works with, and for.
So when I speak about working in partnership, I mean working in a partnership
without borders. We are a global community, we face so many of the same
challenges, we can – and should – share with each other. This evening I am
going to speak about some of our great work. But I don’t want it to stop here
– you have great practice too – and we want to know about it.



Indeed next week, I welcome New Zealand’s Children’s Minister, the Honourable
Tracey Martin, to the country before she visits a range of local authorities,
settings and practitioners to help share best practice across the
Commonwealth. I look forward to hearing about her experience in this sector.

Good social work training helps students to think about themselves as a
member of a profession and make connections between theory and research. In
recent years, we have worked to raise the status of social work education by
raising the bar to entry, and improving the consistency of statutory
placements.

We have set out clear statements about what all child and family social
workers should know and be able to do. These knowledge and skills statements
are also now post-qualifying standards for those on the frontline and a key
plank of our world-leading reform agenda.

I’d like to now use the opportunity to talk to you about some of our most
exciting reforms in this area.
The first of these being our Teaching Partnerships. These are a collaboration
that aim to bring educators and employers closer together to make education
more relevant to practice – and to raise standards of training and drive
quality at multiple points in the system, including recruitment, training,
induction and professional development. We have funded 15 Teaching
Partnerships so far, which include 31 universities, 73 councils and a range
of other public sector, private, voluntary and independent organisations –
demonstrating the depth of interest from the sector.

The partnerships are helping to raise standards of entry into mainstream
social work programmes, and they incorporate the Knowledge and Skills
statements into teaching and practice curricula. The partnerships also ensure
that there is a strong focus on good-quality statutory placements.

We are currently expanding the programme and more partnerships will be
joining shortly.
Another set of reforms that I’m really excited about is our national
assessment and accreditation system – which we are calling NAAS. I’m sure, we
all believe that the quality of practice is the most important thing to
improve the experiences of vulnerable children and families. Clear standards
and a learning culture will help achieve a universally high quality of
practice. This is what underpins the work we are leading on in assessment and
accreditation. And it is truly ground-breaking.

We have recently established a national post-qualifying standard for child
and family expertise – providing a nationally-consistent benchmark.

And starting in July, we will be offering assessment and accreditation
against these standards through the rollout of NAAS.

This is pivotal in Government’s clear vision in developing and supporting a
fully confident and highly capable child and family social work profession
that has been properly trained with the right knowledge and skills. And it is
a vital part of how we are working to raise the skills and the confidence of



child and family social workers.

This is also part of our journey towards enabling every child and family
social worker to see a whole career pathway in front of them. Our post-
qualifying standards will strengthen existing good practice as well as
trigger continuous development and support for social workers.

We are working closely with all parts of the sector – including universities
– to make sure we get the delivery NAAS right before we introduce it
nationally. That is why we are beginning with 21 sites with around 5,000
social workers. As I speak, local authorities which are part of the first
phases are really challenging themselves on how they can prepare social
workers for this.

These authorities are committed to working alongside us to co-create many of
the ways of working, the guidance and the materials needed to make the
national assessment work effectively. We know that this is what social
workers want and we have responded in a very practical way – by building in
much more scope for joint work.
I can’t stress enough how important I think it is that NAAS will be in
driving even higher levels of excellent social work practice. I am confident
that we will lead the world on this.

We have also recently announced that we will establish Social Work England, a
new, specialist regulator for social workers in England. Its primary focus
will be public protection and, as a single-profession regulator, Social Work
England will be able to develop an in-depth understanding of the profession.

Establishing Social Work England is a key part of achieving Government’s
vision for the social work profession. Social workers need to benefit from
the highest quality initial education, access to continuing professional
development – and frontline practitioners need strong, supportive supervision
and leadership.

Social Work England will promote public confidence and trust in the social
work profession, bringing real benefits to the social workers up and down the
country who work to support vulnerable children, adults and families.
Where we are on Social Work England is testimony to the importance of working
in partnership both with the academic sector as well as with end users and
representatives from across social work. Our hosts today, BASW, have played a
vital role.

I recently announced the appointment of Lord Patel of Bradford, as the Chair
of Social Work England. He is steeped in social work – he is a former social
worker, trainer, tutor, and lecturer in social work – and he is committed to
ensuring that the views of the profession are at the heart of the development
of Social Work England. And soon will be announcing a chief executive of for
Social Work England too.

The final reform I want to touch on is our new What Works Centre.
Understanding what works effectively for those in need of social work support
is at the heart of our work to improve the quality of practice in child and



family social work.

We are working with the sector to devise new and better ways of developing
and using robust evidence. Collaborating with Nesta, the foundation for
innovation, and Cardiff University, we are setting up a new What Works Centre
for Children’s Social Care to develop the evidence base and support
practitioners and practice leaders to make better use of evidence.

The early research priorities for the centre include what works in reducing
the need for children to enter care proceedings and what works in
supervision. The What Works Centre will also be engaging with a small number
of pioneer local authorities over the summer to co-develop and test a range
of tools and services to make evidence more accessible and relevant, to help
people use evidence well, and to help practice leaders create a culture in
which the effective use of evidence is the norm.

Social work is an amazing calling. It is truly a vocation for people who want
to work to protect vulnerable children and adults. Across all of our
countries, I know that we share the same values about how we help those who
are most vulnerable.

I was honoured to be invited to speak to you today. To repeat what I said
earlier, for me working in partnership means working in a partnership without
borders. I am passionate about the great work we are doing here. You have
great practice too – and we would be delighted to hear about your work – we
are always open to new ideas – and challenges too.

Press release: British High Commission
hosts the Commonwealth Big Lunch in
Dhaka

Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury MP, Honourable Speaker of the Bangladesh
Parliament attended as Chief Guest and the event brought together 150 people
including the High Commissioners of Malaysia, Brunei, Canada and Sri Lanka,
and Acting High Commissioners of Australia and Pakistan, representatives from
the university and education sector, NGOs and civil society, medicine,
businesses, Bangladeshi Queen’s Young Leaders and Points of Light award
winner and the British Council’s Active Citizens.

The lunch celebrated the diversity and achievement of the Commonwealth and
this year’s theme of ‘towards a common future’, with themed discussion of
education, business and trade, women empowerment and girl’s education,
climate change, health and working children.

This lunch was one of a series held across the Commonwealth – launched by the
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Eden Project in partnership with the UK Government – between 12 March,
Commonwealth Day, and 22 April to mark the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting when Government leaders and representatives and civil
society representatives from 53 countries will gather in the UK to work
together to address shared global challenges.

British High Commissioner Alison Blake CMG said:

“The idea behind the Big Lunch is a simple one: to bring together friends and
partners to celebrate being part of the Commonwealth, to draw on our
diversity, our strengths and our shared values and to enjoy a meal in each
others’ company. I was delighted that so many of our colleagues and friends
and partners joined us. Bring together a group of talented high achievers,
committed to working every day to build a safer, more prosperous and fairer
world, and you start a series of the discussions and new connections that
fire the imagination and turn a simple meal together into something very
special.”

The previous day, 17 April, the British High Commissioner hosted an evening
reception to celebrate the Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, at
which Khandker Mosharaf Hossain, MP, Hon’ble Minister for Local Government,
Rural Development and Co-operatives, was the Chief Guest.

Further Information

About the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting

This week the UK is hosting the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting,
where leaders from across the Commonwealth are gathering in London and
Windsor. With the theme of ‘Towards a Common Future’ they are working to
create a more prosperous, secure, sustainable and fair future for the
Commonwealth’s 2.4 billion citizens, particularly its young people.

For more information please visit Commonwealth Head of Government Meeting or
follow on Twitter @commonwealth18 #OurCommonwealth.

The Eden Project

The Eden Project is an educational charity and social enterprise based in
Cornwall, UK, that aims to connect people with one another and the natural
world to explore a better future.

The Eden Project Big Lunch takes place this year on Sunday, 3 June.

For updates on the British High Commission and for more information on the
Chevening Programme, please follow our social media channels.

https://www.chogm2018.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/commonwealth18
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/thebiglunchhomepage

