Press release: PM call with President
Rouhani: 13 May 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister held a telephone call with the Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani this afternoon.

The Prime Minister reiterated the UK’'s position that we and our
European partners remain firmly committed to ensuring the Iran
nuclear deal is upheld. She said it is in both the UK and Iran’s
national security interests to maintain the deal and welcomed
President Rouhani’s public commitment to abide by its terms, adding
that it is essential that Iran continues to meet its obligations.

The Prime Minister made clear that the UK condemns the Iranian
missile attacks against Israeli forces and called on Iran to
refrain from any further attacks. She said it was important to
avoid provocative actions to ensure peace and security in the
region.

The Prime Minister also raised the issue of consular cases relating
to dual nationals currently held on charges in Iran and called for
further progress to be made so individuals could be released on
humanitarian grounds.

Both leaders agreed the importance of continued dialogue between
the two countries, and looked forward to the meeting of UK, German,
French and Iranian foreign ministers in Brussels on Tuesday where
they will be joined by the EU’s foreign affairs High Representative
Federica Mogherini to discuss the Iran nuclear deal and next steps.
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British Nationals in DRC

The FCO has provided consular support to both British Nationals and their
families throughout.

The British Ambassador to DRC, John Murton said: « The UK would like to thank
the DRC authorities and MONUSCO for their assistance in resolving this
kidnapping. I would like in particular to praise the courage and commitment
shown by the ICCN and the Virunga Park authorities over the past three days.

My deepest condolences are with the family, friends and colleagues of Rachel
Makisa Baraka, the Virunga ranger killed during the kidnapping.

I wish the driver injured during the incident a speedy recovery. The bravery
and determination of all the staff of Virunga is vital for the conservation

of animals in the park, and the protection of local communities. »

News story: Foreign Secretary
statement on an incident involving
British nationals in DRC

Foreign Secretary, Boris Johnson, said:

I am delighted to announce that two British nationals who were held
hostage in the Democratic Republic of Congo have been released. I
pay tribute to the DRC authorities and the Congolese Institute for
Nature Conservation for their tireless help during this terrible
case.

My thoughts are now with the family of Virunga Park ranger Rachel
Makissa Baraka who was killed during the kidnapping, and with the
injured driver and the released British nationals as they recover
from this traumatic incident.

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @BorisJohnson and Facebook
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e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Media enquiries
For journalists

Email
newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

Newsdesk
020 7008 3100

Press release: Iraq election 2018:
statement from Minister for the Middle
East

Minister for the Middle East, Alistair Burt MP said:

Today was an historic day for Iraq. I congratulate the Iraqi people
on another successful election.

I also congratulate the Iragi security forces and electoral
authorities for ensuring a peaceful and orderly ballot in a
challenging environment including regrettable reports of attacks
aimed at disrupting today’s vote.

We look forward to the announcement soon of the full and final
result and will work with all political groups to encourage
formation of an effective, inclusive government that addresses the
needs and hopes of all Iraqi citizens.

The UK and Iraq enjoy a strong bilateral relationship, share great
hopes for the future and a commitment to work together in our
common interest. We look forward to working with the next
government to help deliver stability, security and prosperity for
all Iraqis.
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Further information

e follow the Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt on Twitter
@AlistairBurtUK

e follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Media enquiries

Email newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

Newsdesk 020 7008 3100

Press release: PM call with President

Trump: 11 May 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister held a telephone call with US President Donald
Trump this evening.

The Prime Minister began by congratulating the President on the
safe return of three US citizens who had been held in prison in
North Korea.

The two leaders looked forward to the summit which will take place
between President Trump and Kim Jong-un in Singapore. The PM said

the UK would continue to work with the US to keep up the pressure

on North Korea to denuclearise.

The Prime Minister and the President condemned the Iranian rocket
attacks against Israeli forces earlier this week, and strongly
supported Israel’s right to defend itself against Iranian
aggression. They agreed on the need for calm on all sides and on
the importance of tackling Iran’s destabilising activity in the
region.
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The Prime Minister reiterated the Government’s position on the Iran
nuclear deal, noting that we and our European partners remain
firmly committed to ensuring the deal is upheld, as the best way of
preventing Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.

The Prime Minister raised the potential impact of US sanctions on
those firms which are currently conducting business in Iran. They
agreed for talks to take place between our teams.

Finally, the Prime Minister and the President looked forward to the
President’s visit to the UK in July.



