Press release: Foreign Secretary
arrives in Peru for first visit of a
British Foreign Secretary in over 50

years

In the first visit of a British Foreign Secretary to Peru in over 50 years,
Mr. Johnson joined Peruvian President Martin Vizcarra and other high level
Peruvian officials on a visit to Iquitos, located in the Amazon. The Peruvian
Foreign Minister Nestor Popolizio accompanied Mr Johnson to an animal rescue
centre to see animals rescued as part of crackdown on the illegal wildlife
trade. The two foreign ministers also signed a treaty on the Mutual
Recognition of Qualifications, facilitating greater exchange of people and
opportunities for students from both the UK and Peru.

The Foreign Secretary invited Peru to become a partner at then London 2018
Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference in London taking place in October this
year.

Speaking ahead of his visit Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

I am delighted to be the first British Foreign Secretary to visit
Peru in over 50 years. I look forward to meeting President Vizcarra
to strengthen our relationship and discuss areas that we both care
passionately about, such as protecting the biodiversity of the
Amazon, as well as underlining the opportunities for British
business in South America.

Peru is already taking important steps on tackling the illegal
wildlife trade and I look forward to building on this work together
at the summit in London in October this year.

The Foreign Secretary also visited a remote community on an island in the
Amazon River to see first-hand the education challenges in Peru, where 34% of
rural girls are illiterate and will also launch a UK-funded solar energy
project that is providing energy for the school and its 140 pupils using
British lithium battery technology.

The Foreign Secretary also travelled to Peru’s capital Lima, to visit the
site of the Lima 2019 Pan American and ParaPan American Games, the world'’s
fourth largest sporting event in the world.

The UK is already providing Peru with technical support and knowledge sharing
to help deliver the Pan Am and Para Pan American Games, the legacy of the
London 2012 Olympics is widely recognised as an example of international best
practice.
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The UK will be providing £177 million for a Sustainable Infrastructure
Programme, developed by BEIS (Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial
Strategy) and delivered by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), to
encourage further carbon reduction in Peru and three other Latin American
countries.

During the visit the Foreign Secretary and President Vizcarra discussed how
to build on the success of this partnership and make the UK’'s world class
expertise available to accelerate a much wider range of infrastructure
projects in Peru.

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @BorisJohnson and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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Press release: Crime doesn’t pay for
imprisoned former bankrupt faced with
losing ‘proceeds of crime home'’

In 2016, Alan Yeomans, then of Shedley Manor, Yeavley, was sentenced to 6 and
a half years imprisonment for offences including money laundering, bankruptcy
offences, and cultivation of cannabis.

At the sentencing hearing at Derby Crown Court, HHJ Shant QC described Mr
Yeomans as a liar who had become involved in drug dealing.
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Mr Yeomans then faced confiscation proceedings at Derby Crown Court, brought
by the Insolvency Service.

On 17 May 2018, HHJ Bennett made a confiscation order against Mr Yeomans,
which deprives him of £650,000, being the proceeds of his crimes. If Mr
Yeomans fails to pay his confiscation order he faces a further prison
sentence of 66 months.

The court recognised that Yeomans, aged 63, had obtained £1 million benefit
from his various criminal activities. The assets held by Mr Yeomans included
his home, Shedley Manor, as well as Rolex watches and valuable works of art
and antiques.

Shedley Manor is a property built by Mr Yeomans and concealed in a barn in
the Derbyshire countryside.

Alan Yeomans’ prison sentence followed his conviction in 2016, on charges of
failing to disclose to the Official Receiver that he owned antiques and oil
paintings worth £83,250, acting in the management of three Derbyshire
companies, Shearstud Limited, Easy Tools Limited and B Clarke Limited and
money laundering.

At his trial, he pleaded guilty to these offences plus being involved in the
production of cannabis and possession of illegal CS gas canisters which were
found during the search.

Mr Yeomans continues to serve his prison sentence and will now lose his home
and much of his property seized from “Shedley Manor” during the
investigation.

Glenn Wicks, the officer in charge of the investigation, commented:

He has been made bankrupt twice and the second bankruptcy was
extended by the Official Receiver.

The Insolvency Service has made this man pay for his crimes. He is
serving a prison sentence and we have now taken action to ensure
that he has not profited from his crimes.

Notes to editors

Alan Yeomans is a two-time bankrupt, having been made bankrupt in 1993 and
2009.His date of birth is November 1954.

Following an Insolvency Service investigation, Mr Yeomans signed a Bankruptcy
Restrictions Undertaking (BRU) in 2010, for six years.

In 2016, Mr Yeomans received a lengthy prison sentence for a number of crimes
ranging from fraud in companies to being involved in the illegal growth of
cannabis.



Alan Yeomans, then of Shedley Manor, Yeavely, Derbyshire was charged with
failing to disclose to the Official Receiver that he owned antiques and oil
paintings worth £83,250, acting in the management of three Derbyshire
companies, Shearstud Limited, Easy Tools Limited and B Clarke Limited and
money laundering. He pleaded gquilty to these offences plus being involved in
the production of cannabis and possession of illegal CS gas canisters which
were found during the search.

The Insolvency Service, an executive agency sponsored by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), administers the insolvency
regime, and aims to deliver and promote a range of investigation and
enforcement activities both civil and criminal in nature, to support fair and
open markets. We do this by effectively enforcing the statutory company and
insolvency regimes, maintaining public confidence in those regimes and
reducing the harm caused to victims of fraudulent activity and to the
business community, including dealing with the disqualification of directors
in corporate failures.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

Further information about the work of the Criminal Investigations and
Prosecutions team is available

BEIS’ mission is to build a dynamic and competitive UK economy that works for
all, in particular by creating the conditions for business success and
promoting an open global economy. The Criminal Investigations and
Prosecutions team contributes to this aim by taking action to deter fraud and
to regulate the market. They investigate and prosecute a range of offences,
primarily relating to personal or company insolvencies.

Contact Press Office

Media enquiries for this press release — 020 7674 6910 or 020 7596 6187

Press Office

The Insolvency Service

4 Abbey Orchard Street
London
SW1P 2HT

Email
press.office@insolvency.gsi.gov.uk

Media Manager
020 7596 6187
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This service is for journalists only. For any other queries, please contact
the Insolvency Enquiry line on 0300 678 0015.

For all media enquiries outside normal working hours, please contact the
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Press Office on 020
7215 1000.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

o Twitter
e LinkedIn
e YouTube

Press release: Foreign Secretary
begins a five-day tour of Latin
America

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson will begin a five-day tour of Latin America
today (19 May) which will see him travel to Peru, Argentina and Chile.

Speaking ahead of the visit, Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

This will be my first visit to the region since becoming Foreign
Secretary. Latin America is a vibrant and dynamic part of the world
that works closely with the UK on a number of issues including
trade, security, science, infrastructure and education, among
others.

I am looking forward to strengthening the UK’s relationship with
countries in the region, as well as representing the UK at the G20
Foreign Minister’s meeting for important talks on climate change,
the illegal wildlife trade and how to ensure girls across the world
receive twelve years of quality education.

Starting in Peru’s capital Lima, Mr. Johnson, the first Foreign Secretary to
visit Peru in over 50 years, will join President Vizcarra on a trip to the
Amazon.

The joint visit will include seeing first-hand the work of an animal rescue
centre to tackle the illegal wildlife trade and time at a remote Amazonian

Community Centre to launch a UK-funded solar project providing electricity

and potable water for the school.
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After visiting Peru the Foreign Secretary will travel to Argentina for talks
with President Macri and Foreign Minister Faurie. In Buenos Aires Mr Johnson
will also represent the UK at the G20 Foreign Ministers’ meeting to discuss a
range of global issues with his counterparts.

Foreign Secretary Johnson will finish his five-day tour of Latin America in
Chile, where he will meet President Pinera, Foreign Minister Ampuero and
visit a British Council funded pilot project which aims to advance digital
literacy and coding skills particularly among female students in Chile,
Colombia and Peru.

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @BorisJohnson and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Media enquiries
For journalists

Email
newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

Newsdesk
020 7008 3100

Press release: David Lidington in
Madrid for positive talks on UK-Spain
relationship post-Brexit

The Minister for the Cabinet Office David Lidington MP visited Madrid today,
where he met the Spanish Foreign Secretary Alfonso Dastis to talk about the
deep bilateral relationship between the UK and Spain and to reiterate the
UK’'s commitment to forge even greater ties after the UK leaves the European
Union.

The Ministers discussed the practical implications of the UK'’s departure,
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including for Gibraltar where the priority remains to provide certainty to
the thousands of people and businesses affected. Mr Lidington reiterated that
the UK is confident that by engaging in regular conversations with the
Government of Gibraltar and our EU partners — including Spain — we will find
a way forward that benefits everyone living and working in the region.

The discussion also covered current foreign policy issues including Russia,
the Iran nuclear deal, and the situation in Venezuela. The two Ministers
recognised that the people of Spain and the UK have close ties, and that the
two nations are major partners in trade. Mr Lidington underlined that the
British Government is committed to maintaining existing levels of close
cooperation in the future and said that we will also continue to work
together to keep our citizens safe.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
David Lidington said:

Today I had a constructive meeting with Spanish Foreign Secretary
Alfonso Dastis. The UK and Spain are friends and allies with a long
history together, and we are looking forward to tightening those
bonds even further.

We have made significant progress in our negotiations to leave the
EU so far, and we are confident that we can find a way forward
together that is to the benefit and shared prosperity of both
ourselves and the European Union.

We want to be ambitious about the future relationship with the EU
we are seeking, in both our economic and security partnerships. I
am convinced that with our shared goodwill, creativity and focus,
we will overcome the challenges ahead.

The United Kingdom and Spain are close partners in NATO and United Nations,

among numerous international organisations, and the commercial relationship

between both countries rose to 43 billion pounds in 2016. Nearly 19 million

British tourists visited Spain in 2017 and around 300,000 British people are
residents, while almost 200,000 Spanish people live in the UK.

Speech: The future is beneath us

This article first appeared in The Sun.

Developing our North Sea o0il and gas has been a Great British success story.

Since the first wells started producing in the 1960s we have created a secure
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domestic energy supply, created thousands of high quality jobs, delivered
billions to the economy and driven the growth of a huge engineering sector
that we have exported to the world.

Even with the amazing improvements in North Sea production, volumes are
declining and we are now importing almost half of our gas supplies.

Although we are in no way reliant on Russian gas despite what the Russians
would have you believe.

Because gas is so important for our economy we know that we will need it for
decades to come.

It also fits with our world-beating climate goals as it generates less (02
than oil and coal.

That is why every estimate of our 2050 emissions reductions targets from the
independent Climate Change Committee includes gas in our energy mix and why
it is right to continue to look for gas that can be safely extracted from the
potentially huge reserves hundreds of metres beneath our feet.

And there are other benefits too.

Shale gas extraction could provide a big clean growth boost for local
communities as part of our modern Industrial Strategy — bringing thousands of
high quality jobs, local investment and financial benefits to many parts of
the country.

And our world-leading environmental regulations mean we could create even
more investment and export opportunities from innovations like recycling
waste water.

There are those who argue strongly against shale gas, using the most
colourful and scaremongering language they can find and intimidating local
communities and decision makers with lots of protestors from out of town.

In my experience, most of these arguments are made by people who actually
just don’t want us to use gas at all — now or ever.

While we should all be hugely proud of our huge progress on renewables that
delivers almost 30 percent of our electricity needs, we cannot meet our
energy and heat needs now, or for many years to come, at a price we can
afford, without using the gas that geography has gifted us.

That is why we committed to support the development of onshore British shale
gas and to deliver a clean safe and affordable energy supply for the country.

It is why I have set out these changes to the planning and regulation regime
to make sure there is support available for all involved in this process.



