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Good evening everyone and welcome to Downing Street.

We have teachers here from across the country, including from a school in
Wimbledon Park where I used to be a governor!

One of the many wonderful things about living here and working here at No 10
is that I can draw inspiration from the countless great figures who have
passed through these rooms over many years.

I was asked earlier what it feels like to feel the history of this place when
you are sitting in the Cabinet Room – so many great decisions have been made
here, and it has seen so many great people.

But few can claim to have shaped and influenced as many lives as the
incredible people here this evening.

You educate. You inspire. You unlock the potential of young minds, turn their
aspirations into reality, you nurture the innovators, leaders and
entrepreneurs of tomorrow.

I was making a speech earlier today about science and the importance of
nurturing innovation and creativity among our young people for the future. So
teachers do a remarkable job, and you represent the best of the best. Indeed,
we have among us Andria Zafirakou, who I am delighted to welcome back to
Downing Street today, who has been named as the world’s best, the first ever
British winner of the Global Teacher Prize.

But amazing though it is, we are not here today just to celebrate Andria’s
achievement. We are here to celebrate all of you, and all of your colleagues
ups and down the country who do such vital work day-in, day-out.

You are completely committed to giving every child the education that is
right for them.

And Damian and I are absolutely committed to helping you make that happen.
You can see that from what we have achieved so far and what we are doing
next.

Compared with 2010, nearly two million more children are being taught in
schools that are good or outstanding. We have raised teacher numbers to
record levels. We are looking at ways of reducing your workload by stripping
out unnecessary bureaucracy. We are working with the profession on a new
strategy to drive recruitment and boost retention.

And we are doing all of this because this is a government that supports and
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values teachers. Because we know that the success of every young person, in
whatever they go on to do in life, is shaped by the education they receive at
school.

I was just asked about what education means to me. I said what I say to young
people is education is the key to unlock the door to your future, and it is
so important.

Although I have to say on my first day at school I did not perhaps view it in
quite the same way. Because on my very first day at primary school, the
headmistress had to literally carry me, kicking and screaming, into the
classroom.

I think at the time she said “look what a silly girl we have here”.

Fortunately, it did not take long for me to realise and appreciate both the
power of education and the impact that good teachers have on so many young
lives.

That’s something that stayed with me in my time as a councillor, when I was
chairman of the education authority in Merton. It stayed with me as a new MP,
when the very first speech I gave was about education, and in my first
frontbench job, was as shadow schools minister and then as shadow education
secretary.

And it is something that drives me today as Prime Minister.

When I stood on the steps outside this house almost two years ago, I talked
about my desire to tackle the burning injustices facing our country today.

And education is the key to doing so, and that means teachers like you are
the key to making Britain the great meritocracy it can and should be.

The generations of famous figures who have graced this room throughout
history owe their successes to the teachers who inspired and educated them.
Teachers just like you.

So I want to thank you, and thank all teachers, for everything you have
already done to nurture the next generation.

And let me say, once again, how much I look forward to working with you so
that every child in every corner of this country has the best possible start
in life.”

Speech: A peaceful, secure, prosperous
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Libya through credible elections

Thank you very much, Madam President. Thank you to Ambassador Skoog for his
briefing. And let me also very much welcome the briefing of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) Ghassan Salamé, and also for
your report. We fully your work and your efforts, SRSG Salamé, to deliver the
UN roadmap.

The UK welcomes progress towards national reconciliation through the National
Conference process. It is important to do all that we can to support all
Libyans to have a stake in the political process. As we have said for some
months now, the status quo is not sustainable, so we welcome the efforts to
prepare for elections. It is extremely positive that 2.4 million Libyans have
now registered to vote reflecting the popular demand for an end to the
transition period and eagerness to engage in a democratic political process.
Libyans want to break the political impasse and move their country forward.
But the Libyan people are suffering because of divisions and disagreements
between their leaders. As the UN has set out, there are three elements which
need to form part of the political sequence: the constitution, parliamentary
elections and presidential elections. It is important to manage that
sequencing so that credible elections are delivered and stability is
promoted.

So before elections can take place, Libya’s leaders must agree to an
inclusive political package on the technical, security and political measures
needed to ensure that elections will be inclusive, peaceful and that the
results will be accepted. As an international community and a Security
Council, we need to deliver a single unified message and all national efforts
must be in support of, and co-ordinated with, the United Nations.

Turning to the economy, we welcome the 2018 budget agreed on 9 May which will
allow the government to support vital public services. Libya’s leaders need
to work together now to address the suffering of the Libyan people while
preparations for elections continue. They urgently need to agree economic
reforms, to unify Libya’s economic institutions and to resolve the dispute
over the Central Bank Governorship.

Finally, turning to security. The lower casualty rates since the start of
2018 are most welcome, but tragedy continues to strike, including the attack
on the High National Election Commission on the 2 May claimed by Da’esh. It
is a stark reminder that these groups are still working to undermine the
democratic process. We in the international community must make a concerted
effort to help bolster electoral security arrangements so that the Libyan
people can exercise their democratic right without the threat of violence. We
recognise that the fighting, particularly in Sebha and Derna, demonstrates
deep divisions in Libya. This fighting is increasing the suffering of the
Libyan people and being exploited by extremists. And Madam President, whilst
talking of exploitation, we still recall the shocking reports of what
appeared to be slave auctions run by migrant traffickers. We must take action
to signal that traffickers cannot act with impunity; the UK fully supports
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efforts to do this, including through our sanctions regime.

Madam President, 2018 is a crucial year for Libya. It presents a great
opportunity to finally deliver what the people of Libya have demanded for so
long: a peaceful, secure, prosperous country and an opportunity to have a say
in how this is achieved through credible elections. The international
community must work together with the United Nations to support Libya’s
leaders to deliver. To fail now is to invite more suffering, more wasted
opportunities and more threats to all of our peace and security.

News story: Our members

Who are our members?
Parole Board Members are public appointees who are appointed through an open
recruitment process by the Secretary of State for Justice. They come from a
variety of backgrounds, including specialist members who may be judges,
psychiatrists or psychologists. Specialist members are allocated based on the
facts of a particular case.

Key statistics
Total number of members: 246
Independent members: 151
Judicial members: 44
Probation members: 5
Psychiatrist members: 15
Psychologist members: 31
50:50 Male to Female ratio.
4% of Members are BAME.

As of January 2018, 100 members out of the total 246 are Chairs, meaning they
can act as the lead member on a panel for an oral hearing.

News story: Cryptoassets Taskforce
meets for the first time

The first meeting of the UK’s new Cryptoassets Taskforce took place today (21
May 2018). The Taskforce agreed its objectives, which include exploring the
impact of cryptoassets, the potential benefits and challenges of the
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application of distributed ledger technology in financial services, and
assessing what, if any, regulation is required in response.

Senior leaders from government and the financial regulators were present,
including Katharine Braddick, Director General of Financial Services at HM
Treasury, Andrew Bailey, Chief Executive of the FCA, and Dave Ramsden, Deputy
Governor of the Bank of England.

Andrew Bailey, FCA Chief Executive said:

Cryptoassets have been an area of increasing interest for markets
and regulators globally including the FCA. We look forward to
working with our counterparts at the Bank of England and the
Treasury as part of the taskforce to develop thinking and policy on
cryptoassets.

Dave Ramsden, Deputy Governor of the Bank of England said:

The technologies that underpin cryptoassets have the potential to
deliver benefits both to the financial system and to the economy it
serves. This taskforce will enable us to work closely with the
Treasury and the FCA to explore how the opportunities posed by
these technologies can be realised, while also tackling the risks
arising from cryptoassets.

The Taskforce will consider existing analysis by the government and
regulators. It will also seek new views from trade bodies, academics,
consumer groups and investor representatives.

The Taskforce will host a roundtable in July and publish a report in Q3 2018.

Further Information

first announced in April by the Chancellor of the Exchequer as part of
the government’s Fintech Sector Strategy, the Taskforce is a central
part of the government and financial regulators’ efforts to understand
and engage with the implications of new technologies in financial
services

News story: World’s first global
ministerial mental health summit to be
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held in London

Health and Social Care Secretary Jeremy Hunt has announced that the UK will
host the first ever Global Ministerial Mental Health Summit in London this
October.

The summit will aim to help countries work together to increase the evidence
for different treatments, and to ensure healthcare systems around the world
value mental health as much as physical health.

Ministers, leading academics, policy makers and patients from more than 30
countries will be invited to attend.

The summit is also expected to help countries learn from each other to find
the best ways to deal with issues such as stigma, discrimination and
increased rates of depression and anxiety among young people.

Mr Hunt has also announced the launch of the Global Alliance of Champions on
Mental Health – set up jointly with his Australian and Canadian counterparts.
The aim is to encourage political leaders to raise the profile of mental
health, decrease stigma and work together more across world regions.

Around 1 in 4 people will experience a mental health problem at some point in
their life and by 2020 the World Health Organization estimates that mental
health conditions will account for 15% of cases of disease in the world.

Mental illness is also the biggest cause of lost economic output, with an
estimated cost to the global community of nearly US$2.5 trillion a year,
which is expected to increase to US$6 trillion by 2030.

Health and Social Care Secretary Jeremy Hunt said:

When you look at the extraordinary prevalence and impact on
people’s lives, it is clear that mental illness is fast becoming
one of the defining global health challenges of the 21st century.
Until recently, this hasn’t had the profile it deserves on a global
stage.

I hope the Alliance of Champions for Mental Health and Wellbeing,
along with the inaugural global summit, will be the next step that
millions of people around the world need right now. Together we
will bring about a new level of co-operation between nations and
improve people’s access to evidence-based services and bear down on
stigma and other factors that are exacerbating this crisis.
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