
Safety-Security-of-Europe-Estonian-
Prime-Minister-in-eu-LISA

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia Jüri Ratas met today with the
Executive Director of eu-LISA Krum Garkov in the headquarters of the Agency
in Tallinn, Estonia. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the role that
large-scale IT systems play in contributing to safety and security in Europe
and preparations for the upcoming Estonian EU Presidency.

Krum Garkov welcomed Prime Minister Ratas and thanked him on behalf of the
Agency for the interest and support shown with the high-level visit. The
Executive Director and Prime Minister exchanged views on transformations in
the area of EU freedom, security and justice, which relies increasingly on
modern technologies and information sharing.  Mr Garkov elaborated on eu-
LISA’s 2017 priorities related to the evolution of the existing IT systems
and integration of new ones in line with their respective legal basis. The
revision of the Agency’s mandate and the legal proposals that are currently
being negotiated at EU institutional level were also discussed.  In addition
the Prime Minister and the Executive Director talked about the ongoing
preparations for the EU Presidency that Estonia will take over from Malta for
the second half of this year.

During a brief tour of the current headquarters, located in the EU House in
Tallinn, the Prime Minister and the Executive Director spoke about the
progress of the new headquarters building that will, in the not too distant
future, house eu-LISA in Tallinn.

Prime Minister Ratas also spoke with staff, addressing the Strasbourg and
Brussels office too via video conferencing.
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