
Restaurant owner fined after
disturbance of asbestos

A restaurant owner has been fined after asbestos was disturbed during the
conversion of rooms above the restaurant into flats in Essex.

Chelmsford Magistrates’ Court heard that during September 2016, above the
Marco Polo restaurant on Lower Southend Road, Wickford, asbestos insulation
board was removed and broken up which resulted in workers being exposed to
asbestos fibres. An asbestos survey was only carried out after the asbestos
had been disturbed.
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An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that a
management asbestos survey and a refurbishment and demolition asbestos survey
had not been completed prior to the work starting, and the work had not been
completed by a licenced asbestos contractor.

Faruk Kamali of Lower Southend Road, Wickford, Essex pleaded guilty to
breaching Regulation 4(3) of the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 and was
fined £3,000 and ordered to pay full costs of £6,293.

After the hearing HSE inspector David King said “Those in control of works
have a responsibility to manage the risks from asbestos in non-domestic
premises. To achieve this the dutyholder must ensure that a suitable and
sufficient assessment is carried out as to whether asbestos is or is liable
to be present in the premises.”

Further information about client’s duties can be found at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/commercial-clients.htm

Notes to editors 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
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by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk.
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk[2]

HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
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