Response from the Green Party to
rejection of Bristol airport expansion
challenge
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The latest challenge from environmental campaigners to Bristol Airport
expansion has been rejected at Bristol Civil Court [1]. Responding to the
news, Green Party co-leader and Councillor for Clifton Down in Bristol, Carla
Denyer, said:

“This is a devastating outcome. Bristol airport’s unnecessary expansion would
mean thousands of extra flights producing one million tonnes of C02
equivalents every year. This when the science tells us clearly that we must
be drastically reducing our emissions. Not to mention more traffic, noise and
air pollution for local people, as well as the risks expansion will cause to
endangered local species. All this in face of clear local opposition.

“To make matters worse, we know that up to 20 other regional airports have
their own plans to expand and will have been watching this case very closely
to see if the government will enforce its own climate policy. As the
government’s own committee on climate change has pointed out, airport
expansion is completely incompatible with our commitments on climate change.

“Unfortunately, both the Conservatives and Labour want to have their cake and
eat it when it comes to climate change, claiming to support climate action
but unwilling to accept any change from business as usual. In the real world
there is no such thing as green aviation or carbon neutral jet fuel. We must
listen to the scientists, not the airports or aviation industry.”

Notes

[1] Bristol Airport: Judge rejects challenge against expansion plans —
Bristol Live (bristolpost.co.uk)
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