
Recording of the week: choosing
dreadlocks

This week's selection comes from Holly Gilbert, Cataloguer of Digital
Multimedia Collections.

Mother and daughter, Jan and Ama, talk about why they both have dreadlocks.
This is the first time they have told each other their reasons for choosing
to wear their hair in this way and their motivations are quite different,
though Jan’s hair definitely inspired Ama’s choice and they both really like
the way that dreadlocks look and feel. They discuss how other people react to
their hair and how this makes them feel as well as how their hair connects
with their self-identity, their appearance and their blackness. Later in the
conversation they talk about how fighting for racial and gender equality has
evolved over time and is different for their respective generations, how
their  hair  is  part  of  being  active  in  those  fights  and  how  choosing
dreadlocks is a way of defining their own idea of beauty.

The Listening Project_Choosing dreadlocks

This recording is part of The Listening Project, an audio archive of
conversations recorded by the BBC and archived at the British Library. The
full conversation between Jan and Ama can be found here.

Follow @CollectingSound and @soundarchive for all the latest news.
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