
Rainy season worsens cholera crisis in
war-torn Yemen; UN agencies deliver
clean water, food

21 July 2017 – Yemen is facing the world’s largest cholera outbreak, the
United Nations health agency today warned, with 5,000 Yemenis falling sick
every day &#8211 the majority of them children and the elderly.

&#8220The cholera outbreak is far from being over,&#8221 Fadela Chaib,
spokesperson for the UN World Health Organization (WHO), told reporters in
Geneva. &#8220The rainy season had just started and would exacerbate the
situation in terms of transmission.&#8221

WHO reported 368,207 people are suspected of having cholera and at least
1,828 died of it since late April.

UN agencies, including WHO and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), are scaling
up access to clean water and sanitation, and setting up treatment centres for
oral rehydration therapy and other measures.

The response is also focused on providing food as the country remains on the
verge of famine. Seventeen million people are currently hungry in the war-
torn country, making then more vulnerable to catching the bacteria.

&#8220It is necessary to break the vicious cycle of malnutrition and
diarrhoea,&#8221 Ms. Chaib said.

Children aged 15 and under accounted for 41 per cent of all suspected cases,
and people aged over 60 for 33 per cent of all deaths.

Asked if the number of cases could rise about 600,000, as projected by the
non-governmental organization Oxfam, Ms. Chaib called the current toll
&#8220heavy&#8221 and said the situation &#8220remains alarming.&#8221

In 2011, some 719,377 suspected cases of cholera were recorded in Haiti, and
8,767 people died, according to national figures citedby the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
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