Radio Berkshire debate

I did not get my wish of a debate between all 5 candidates. I held out to
try and get such a debate but two candidates apparently turned down all
offers. I compromised with Radio Berkshire and joined two of the other
parties for a three way.

In the hour long exchanges no questions were asked about many of the local
priorities I have been working on. There was nothing on traffic and
congestion, or road safety and jammed junctions. There was nothing on
planning and the need for a slower rate of development in the next plan
period. There was nothing on the need for more and better rail services, and
nothing on plans and budgets for our schools.

We did get to discuss poverty, NHS staffing, an individual migration case,
climate change, as well as fake news, participation by electors in the
election, participation by candidates in debates and other media oriented
topics.

The programme opened with quite lengthy interviews with us over Brexit, and
our past and present views on how this should be handled. I made sure we also
discussed the crucial issue of the economy, setting out briefly Conservative
plans for greater prosperity with a budget to boost growth early next year if
there is a Conservative majority.
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