Press release: Alun Cairns calls on
Welsh schools to sign up to new UK aid
backed programme to connect schools
with African, Asian and Middle Eastern
classrooms

The Welsh Secretary will visit Heronsbridge School in Bridgend to launch the
Connecting Classrooms through Global Learning programme in Wales

Press release: Foreign Secretary
travels to the Gulf to push for end to
Yemen bloodshed

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt will visit Saudi Arabia and the UAE today
[Monday 12 November] to press for an end to the bloodshed in Yemen.

Press release: 100 years on from the
Armistice, the nation remembers

* 10,000 people will process past the Cenotaph in ‘A Nation’s Thank You —
The People’s Procession’ in honour of those who fought in the First
World War

e The ringing of bells will recreate moments of celebration 100 years ago

Her Majesty The Queen and members of the Royal Family will join thousands of
people to commemorate the centenary of the end of the First World War today
as part of the traditional National Service of Remembrance.

A two-minute silence will be held at 1lam and wreaths will be laid at the
Cenotaph to commemorate the servicemen and women killed in all conflicts from
the First World War onwards.

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales will lay a wreath on behalf of Her
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Majesty The Queen and an Equerry will lay on behalf of The Duke of Edinburgh.
The Prime Minister will also attend the service along with other members of
the Cabinet, former Prime Ministers and 765 Armed Forces personnel.

Accompanying The Prince of Wales will be members of the Royal Family
including The Duke of Cambridge, The Duke of Sussex, The Duke of York, The
Earl of Wessex, The Princess Royal, and The Duke of Kent and Prince Michael
of Kent. The Queen will view the service from the balcony of the nearby
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, as will The Duchess of Cornwall, The Duchess
of Cambridge, The Duchess of Sussex, The Countess of Wessex and Vice Admiral
Sir Tim Laurence.

This year the event will take on an additional poignancy as the nation marks
100 years since the signing of the Armistice which ended the war on the
Western Front at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month
of 1918.

Federal German President His Excellency Frank-Walter Steinmeier will also lay
a wreath on behalf of the German people. It is the first time since the
Cenotaph was inaugurated in 1920 that a representative of Germany will take
part in the National Service of Remembrance and his attendance symbolises the
peace and friendship that exists between our two countries today.

At 12:30pm after the wreath laying and the traditional Royal British Legion’s
Veterans Parade, bells will begin to ring out across the country and
internationally. This will echo the spontaneous outpouring of celebration on
11 November 1918 when news spread of the Armistice.

10,000 people will then process past the Cenotaph in ‘A Nation’s Thank You —
The People’s Procession’ to pay tribute to the brave men and women who fought
in the First World War.

The day will conclude with a Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey
which will give thanks for peace and the return of the many servicemen who
came back to their families.

Culture Secretary Jeremy Wright said:

On the centenary of the Armistice, we will come together as a
nation to stand in silence and honour the fallen of all conflicts.
Over the past four years we have told the story of the First World
War and the unique generation who served so bravely and made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country. Today, we will also give
thanks for all those that returned and the peace they fought so
hard for.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

To be at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday is a privilege and
provides us with the opportunity for reflection along with millions



of people in countries that continue to be strong allies. The First
World War touched communities across the globe and I commend all
those who have helped us remember the First World War generation.
We will never forget them or the sacrifice of thousands of British
and Commonwealth troops who have given their lives in other
conflicts.

Press release: Welsh Secretary to
commemorate 100 years since the end of
the First World War

The debt of gratitude that we owe to the generations of Armed Forces
personnel is immeasurable, Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said
today as he prepares to join the millions of people across the UK attending
events and services of remembrance on Armistice Day (11 Nov 2018).

The Secretary of State will represent the UK Government at a service of
thanksgiving at Llandaff Cathedral where he will join guests including the
Their Royal Highnesses The Earl and Countess of Wessex to commemorate the
centenary of the end of the First World War.

In 1918 at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month the
First World War Armistice was signed in a railway carriage stationed in the
Forest of Compiegne in Northern France by military personnel representing
France, Germany and Great Britain.

100 years on, thousands of members of the public will march past the Cenotaph
on Whitehall to mark the centenary as part of The People’s Procession. At the
same time, people are being encouraged to ring bells around the world, as the
UK Government seeks to replicate the spontaneous outpouring of relief that
took place in 1918.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

On Sunday, people from all walks of life will gather at services of
remembrance across the UK to mark one of the most significant
moments in our nation’s history.

As the centenary commemorations draw to a close, our priority must
be to make sure we continue to keep the history of the First World
War alive. The UK Government’'s ambition has been to deliver a truly
national commemoration, providing a foundation upon which to build
a cultural and educational legacy, and to ensure that the sacrifice
and service of a hundred years ago is still remembered in a hundred
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years' time.

I'm proud to represent the UK Government and to share in this
special moment of reflection at Llandaff Cathedral today. Let us
all take the time to stop to remember those who are no longer with
us and those whose sacrifice and bravery that will be honoured long
after we are gone.

The centenary year falls in the year that the UK Armed Forces Day was hosted
in Llandudno and in the year that the Secretary of State for Wales visited
Afghanistan to see the 260 soldiers of the Welsh Guards based in the Afghan
capital Kabul.

UK Government in Wales Minister Nigel Adams was also in attendance at the
opening of the Field of Remembrance in Cardiff earlier this week to honour
the memories of those that have died during conflict by planting a wooden
cross bearing his own personal tribute to those who have given their lives.

Sunday’s services will mark the end of the four year centenary programme from
the UK Government where commemorative events have consistently sought to tell
the story of all nations involved in the First World War. The largest
volunteer army was the British Indian Army which provided an estimated
1.3million soldiers of various faiths. Representatives from the India Centre
will be in attendance at Llandaff Cathedral this Sunday to mark this
significant contribution to the war effort.

Alun Cairns added:

It has always been the UK Government’s aim to ensure that
commemorative activity captures the contributions from across the
Commonwealth, and is relevant to people of all ethnicities and
faiths whose forebears were involved in the conflict. I hope there
are now many more people who will be aware of the contribution
their own relatives made to First World War. I also hope that many
more will know just how many people — of all ethnicities, races and
faiths — fought for the freedoms we all enjoy today.

Press release: £22 million for
projects to support domestic abuse
survivors

e Housing Minister confirms 63 projects across England to share £22
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million to help domestic abuse survivors

e Funding will provide tailored support to more than 25,000 survivors and
their families — including over 2,200 additional beds in refuges and
other safe accommodation

e This builds on government action seeking to put an end to domestic abuse
for good and help survivors in turning their lives around

More than 25,000 domestic abuse survivors will be supported to rebuild their
lives thanks to a £22 million allocation for projects across the country,
Housing Minister Heather Wheeler MP has announced today (10 November 2018).

Over 60 projects in England will be supported by the funding over the next 2
years — ensuring thousands of survivors have access to the help they need,
when they need it.

The money will provide over 2,200 new beds in refuges and other safe
accommodation, access to education, and tailored employment and life skills
guidance as survivors move towards building a safe and healthy future for
themselves and their children — free from domestic abuse.

Projects will be delivered by councils working alongside local organisations
to help ensure that no survivor of domestic abuse is turned away from the
support they need to start their new life.

Housing Minister Heather Wheeler MP said:

Domestic abuse is a devastating crime, which shatters the lives of
survivors and their families. It is our duty to ensure survivors
can seek help by providing the support they need to restart their
lives.

Through providing specialist accommodation and access to
employment, this fund will make sure local authorities and
charities can provide a strong safety net for anyone facing the
threat of abuse in their own home.

Innovative local projects that will receive a share of funding include:
Portsmouth & Hampshire New Approaches

This project will cover 5 local authority areas providing targeted support
designed to meet the needs of those who have experienced domestic violence
and abuse. It will provide help to women, children and young people living in
refuge accommodation across the region in addition to making it easier for
those from BAME and LGBT backgrounds to access support services

Norfolk county council — Norfolk Partnership

Norfolk’s ANCHOR initiative will ensure that any survivor of domestic abuse
in Norfolk has access to tailored support for their individual needs to



assist them on the path to recovery. It will involve strong partnership
working between local organisations to ensure services are effectively joined
up. This will build support for those with additional needs, such as mental
health and substance misuse and help will also be tailored to those from BAME
backgrounds.

Sandra Horley CBE, Chief Executive of Refuge said:

That Refuge services will be supported by this fund is hugely
welcome news both for us and particularly for the thousands of
women and children we support on a daily basis.

Critically, this funding ensures that many of our refuges will
remain open and continue to provide life-saving specialist support
to those experiencing domestic abuse. A small number would have
been forced to close had we not received these crucial funds.

We are equally delighted to be in a position to now expand one of
our services in London, which provides essential support for
survivors with additional needs.

In the summer, government announced almost £19 million of funding to expand
support for survivors of domestic abuse services across England. This fund
has now been extended to £22 million.

This follows previous government funding totalling £20 million during 2016 to
2018, which helped create more than 2,000 bed spaces and gave support to over
19,000 survivors and their families.

Further to this, the government has also published new guidance for councils
to prioritise domestic abuse survivors in refuges when allocating social
housing and encourages councils to use existing powers to support survivors
to remain safely in their own homes if they choose to do so.

The government will shortly be introducing a new landmark Domestic Abuse Bill
to further protect and support survivors, recognise the life-long impact
domestic abuse has on children and make sure agencies are responding
effectively to domestic abuse.

We are also committed to reviewing how domestic abuse services are
commissioned and funded across England and will set out next steps shortly.

See the
full list of allocations
(PDF, 125KB, 6 pages)

for the £22 million fund.
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Further information

The Domestic Abuse Fund was launched on 2 July 2018. It was originally
launched as an £18.8 million fund.

The funding builds on other actions being taken by the government to end
domestic abuse, support survivors and ensure offenders are prosecuted. Such
as:

e allocation of a £20 million fund for local authorities working in
partnership with services providers to boost services between 2016 and
2018

e a new domestic abuse offence to capture coercive and controlling
behaviour, the criminalisation of forced marriage and the introduction
of new stalking laws

e a national roll-out of domestic violence protection orders and the
domestic violence disclosure scheme

e the £15 million 3-year Violence Against Women and Girls Service
Transformation Fund

e the government previously held a consultation titled Improving access to
social housing for victims of domestic abuse from October 30, 2017 to
January 5, 2018. This consultation outlined proposals for new statutory
guidance to councils to assist survivors of domestic abuse in refuges to
access social housing.

Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DF

Contact form
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