Public consultation opens on
restricting PFAS in firefighting foams

e Six-month consultation seeks views on UK REACH technical dossier and
proposed restrictions.

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE), in its role as the Agency for UK
REACH, today opened a six-month public consultation to gather stakeholder
views on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in firefighting foams.

The opening of the UK REACH consultation links to the publication of the
Annex 15 restriction report, which presents HSE’'s scientific analysis and
evidence base for potential restrictions on PFAS use in firefighting foams in
Great Britain.

The consultation provides an opportunity for those who use foams from
industry, and other stakeholders, such as trade associations, to comment on
the proposals before the opinions are made and sent to the Defra Secretary of
State, and the Scottish and Welsh Governments for a decision on whether to
bring a restriction into law.

Dr Richard Daniels, HSE’'s Director of Chemicals Regulation Division said:
“HSE's proposals have been developed through robust scientific methodology
and where possible we have spoken with interested parties from across Great
Britain. Now we are looking for more information from our stakeholders.

“We’re seeking evidence-based feedback on our analysis to ensure any future
restrictions are proportionate, effective and tailored to Great Britain’s
specific needs.”

This work takes forward the recommendation from our analysis in 2023 that
PFAS in firefighting foams are prioritised for action ahead of other uses of
PFAS, as firefighting foams are one of the largest sources of direct releases
to the environment.

The consultation runs until 18 February 2026 and full details, including the
restriction report and supporting documents, are available here. HSE has also
published a Q&A document to help stakeholders understand the scope and
limitations of the consultation.

Further information:

1. PFAS are persistent chemicals covering thousands of substances used
across many industrial sectors

2. The consultation focuses solely on PFAS in firefighting foams and does
not cover other PFAS uses or legacy contamination

3. The 2023 Regulatory Management Options Analysis, which recommended
prioritising PFAS in firefighting foams for action, can be found here —
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Analysis of the most appropriate regulatory management options.

. Questions outside the scope of this specific restriction report should
be directed to Defra

. HSE is Great Britain’s independent regulator for workplace health and
safety. HSE also has the role as the Agency for UK REACH under the UK
REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of
Chemicals) Regulations.



https://www.hse.gov.uk/reach/assets/docs/pfas-rmoa.pdf

