
Protecting wildlife during Salisbury
River Park construction

Work began in January to prepare the site ahead of the main construction work
which will start in June.

Some trees and vegetation needed to be cleared and this work was completed
early in the project to ensure trees were removed before nesting season. When
construction work is complete the project team will plant 6 times as many
trees as they have removed and many of the felled trees will be reused on
site.

The Salisbury River Park project is a partnership between the Environment
Agency, Wiltshire Council, Salisbury City Council and the Swindon and
Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership. Once finished it will reduce flood
risk to over 350 homes and businesses in Salisbury.

In addition to reducing flood risk, the Salisbury River Park project will
provide major ecological, amenity, walking and cycling benefits. Improving
biodiversity is a key part of this project.

Recently water voles within the site boundary have been trapped and relocated
to some specially prepared habitat on the River Avon downstream near
Ringwood. The voles are being closely monitored in their new home to ensure
they thrive and establish a new community.

After relocating water voles from the area the team destroyed burrows to
prevent other voles moving in before construction work starts. This work has
all been completed under the supervision of specialist ecologists.

The riverbank has now been temporarily covered in a membrane to prevent other
animals from burrowing. When work starts on this channel in July the membrane
will be removed and the bank fully excavated. This is the earliest that the
team can start in the channel to minimise the risk to any juvenile fish.
Overall, the scheme works will greatly improve the habitat for water voles,
and they are expected to naturally recolonise this area from nearby
populations.

Throughout the work ecologists are on site surveying and monitoring for other
animals, including otters and nesting birds, to ensure there is no detriment
to them as a result of any of the works.

Ron Curtis, Area Flood and Coastal Risk Manager at The Environment Agency
said:

We have reached the important stage of preparing the Salisbury
River Park site ready for construction to begin later this year.
This is the first step in providing better flood protection for the
city. We know the devastating impact that flooding can have, which
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is why protecting people and communities is our top priority.

The scheme will bring multiple benefits for residents and businesses in
Salisbury, including:

creating wildlife corridors and improving biodiversity
improving the recreational and amenity value of the area, creating green
spaces that are more pleasant to move through and spend time in
promoting sustainable travel by expanding and improving the network of
footpaths and cycle paths in the area, as well as improving the coach
park
enabling growth and the regeneration of key development sites in the
city centre
improving climate change resilience
enhancing the tourism offer in Salisbury

Cllr Dr Mark McClelland, Cabinet Member for Transport, Waste, Street Scene
and Flooding at Wiltshire Council, said:

It is a key priority for us that Wiltshire’s natural beauty, its
historic sites, houses and unique habitats and wildlife are
protected and nurtured. The Salisbury River Park project is an
exciting project which fully embraces these goals, and we look
forward to works starting in earnest in the coming months.

Paddy Bradley CEO Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership said of
the announcement:

We welcome the completion of this first stage of the work for the
Salisbury River Park. The work undertaken will help create an
attractive environment, increasing habitat and biodiversity for
future generations to come whilst reducing the risk of flooding to
the city. All measures have been taken to minimise the impact of
this temporary loss of habitat and we look forward to seeing the
improved wetland and woodland habitats and the rewilding of this
internationally important chalk stream environment.

Full site mobilisation will start in mid-late June with site compounds being
established on the long stay Central Car Park and Ashley Road Open Space.

Further information on the project can be found at:
www.salisburyriverparkphase1.com.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.agilitypr.delivery%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DqLxqKWQVlBd8xobJ4ypvMCw7BPiv2tOQ0S44ltcGopJdorFtwrUYv1xGE1DmHkc-2F-2Fi2rAjOK-2F7-2Fx-2F3jYNGQpkvHXK7BiFVI4KLnwUWfAo0sr5UNsqg9i85NhzTpv2k00hE4OXHbDe96aWGnS8iigLOGb4ngvVBdRJibBZEanObEZ36gEmybmeN4UZVMGW1nDJoK3lQ9EkS-2FSk6Nge0oC4uh4IDCEyCCt7wXgAbVwRN8oJrtGc1UC9FcgSOUuME6EFvyv126C2IP4TybNNTrDg9V9uylbcYx5IfTp5Q8iODzKm4He9-2FyE8id9wDJAtB0K2TpWZBBAGPoiXu98uy5I-2FDZrc2SqH6fvw4uVrT7JSSvhzLF4izIQZ1idn-2FfUEbxgx6oV-2BZOG8pGjHJNRHgEwQiRjecvQYDYfOm5svt2cxh5Id6rEBYxsava-2FFU9c3zekMwlwZJ3-2B2eQT9fsiK0xOkCaLS8Ik9ajv17bvaRtonBpVMTPLwif0PNnx8vmG5EqgWhYolaEudGZEWZgUBeH7xKTVkGclASV73G9AyALM4rBYWSTu-2FSzTNk3gLAc6MMrAEPcKip9t4uRxY7MWFSHQlA-3D-3DbwSh_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAsojksqiaVvu6B6Nf8T3A51jz2xFI7Ba4D7-2FYMkqlxQjYoYH-2FPcPLE8LS-2BOXV2v-2BkVNfdzBTG7620eVMkJ0ow-2F5h9v9fVGHwRt7cPW1KDT4gbp6aYkIvVJyuey0YVn1-2F65hxNp5HL5zIqpl9nO6hoN1Hee9eMUGirQ3ZnsBh-2B3KTBefwUQVReMZHQ-2BKPqWAJJkIzlArhZenul5mLMBLlMLK-2FaOtkJil2qLpyFHYwDqd08Zhg3AS1A1SmFGz1-2BJO3KGk87cH8ZmHi0cBdGnZt2NTAETwfboLtv0gWC88jKMcz7HRZ7oRycyr1odTxr-2Bmu03JXcqZefU1uObnTj9rfAZy3Lh10GtjNzHpzdOkNHF1pPujSoXQcqqUBhgHI4bAvxJI4C8krVPy316qCD2b-2BKCoVJfw6MJQZuKiUHggKjAfA&data=05%7C01%7Cjenny.reay%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C8294593566cb42c9d37308da38c4d482%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637884715269612259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0psvEwInWTXgSgJ3eW2aeBoAfb%2ByNFBYEfgCyLO%2FFco%3D&reserved=0

