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The Secretary of State reported on January 16, 2019, to the appropriate
Congressional committees that, consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6021 —
6091) and the authority delegated to the Secretary by the President on
January 31, 2013, the Secretary made a determination to suspend for forty-
five days beyond February 1, 2019, the right to bring an action under Title
IIT of the Act. This extension will permit us to conduct a careful review of
the right to bring action under Title III in light of the national interests
of the United States and efforts to expedite a transition to democracy in
Cuba and include factors such as the Cuban regime’s brutal oppression of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and its indefensible support for
increasingly authoritarian and corrupt regimes in Venezuela and Nicaragua.

We call upon the international community to strengthen efforts to hold the
Cuban government accountable for 60 years of repression of its people. We
encourage any person doing business in Cuba to reconsider whether they are
trafficking in confiscated property and abetting this dictatorship.
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