Press release: PM welcomes Western
Balkans Heads of Government to London

At a reception also attended by the Foreign Secretary, Home Secretary,
Minister for Europe and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster the Prime
Minister briefed the visiting leaders on the UK'’s objectives for the upcoming
Summit. She also sought their views on achieving our shared goals for the
region.

Our relationship endures because all of us in this room share the same vision
for the future of the Western Balkans. We want a peaceful, prosperous and
democratic region — one anchored to European values and systems and
contributing to European security.

The countries of the Western Balkans have tremendous potential. And it’s the
people here in this room tonight who have a crucial role in harnessing that
potential. By putting in place the governance, rule of law and institutions
to support prosperity and by building relations between your countries that
shape a promising future for all.

The UK will support you in that. Your challenges are our challenges. European
security, serious and organised crime, illegal migration, terrorism and
extremism; these are all threats that go beyond borders. So I want to deepen
further our security partnership to address these shared threats.

At the Summit we will take forward a bold agenda. One that promotes economic
stability and fosters co-operation on the security and political challenges
that the region continues to face.

We will continue the good work begun by previous Summits, taking forward
initiatives countering corruption, serious and organised crime, and other
issues that deter investment and economic growth.

I look forward to working with you to shape a positive, productive,
prosperous future for the Western Balkans, for the UK and the whole of
Europe.
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