
Press release: CMA announces two
senior appointments

Andrea Gomes da Silva becomes Executive Director – Markets & Mergers.
Currently the Competition and Markets Authority’s (CMA) Senior Legal Director
for Markets, Mergers & Regulatory Appeals, Andrea takes up her new post
immediately. The role was made vacant by Andrea Coscelli’s promotion to Chief
Executive. In her new position, Andrea will join the CMA’s Senior Executive
Team and will sit on the CMA Board.

George Lusty, currently a Project Director at the CMA, is appointed as Senior
Director, Consumer Protection, replacing Nisha Arora who has joined the
Financial Conduct Authority. He will oversee work on the CMA’s enforcement of
consumer protection laws and coordinate relationships with the wider
landscape of consumer organisations, joining the Enforcement Senior
Leadership Team led by Executive Director, Michael Grenfell.

Welcoming the appointments, the CMA’s Chief Executive, Andrea Coscelli, said:

I am very pleased to be able to announce these two appointments to
our senior team from within the CMA, from a strong field of
candidates. Andrea and George both bring extensive experience from
outside the CMA, combined with a proven track record within it.
They strengthen our team as we prepare ourselves for a bigger role
following EU Exit, and to ensure consumers are getting a fair deal
from a rapidly evolving business world.

Mr Coscelli added:

I am also grateful to Rachel Merelie who has been Acting Executive
Director during an important period for the CMA.

Andrea Gomes da Silva said:

I am delighted to be taking up this role at an important moment for
the organisation. Ensuring the CMA is fit for purpose for Brexit
and remains able to deliver good outcomes for UK consumers through
its mergers and markets work matters greatly. I look forward to
working with the many excellent colleagues in those areas, and with
businesses, consumer groups and a wide range of others to rise to
this challenge.

George Lusty said:
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Having seen first-hand the difference that the CMA’s work can make,
I am incredibly excited to be taking on this role. I look forward
to working with my talented and dedicated colleagues, and partner
consumer organisations, to tackle unfair terms and practices facing
people across the UK.

The CMA will shortly be running an open recruitment for Andrea’s previous
role.

Notes to editors

The CMA is the UK’s primary competition and consumer authority. It is an1.
independent non-ministerial government department with responsibility
for carrying out investigations into mergers, markets and the regulated
industries and enforcing competition and consumer law.

Andrea Gomes da Silva joined the CMA in 2015 from Freshfields Bruckhaus2.
Deringer where she started in 2001, becoming a partner in 2008. In 2013
she was seconded to the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) to work as part of
the team producing the guidance on the CMA’s new powers under the
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act 2013. Her previous employment was
at Slaughter and May where she worked in both the London and Brussels
office. At the CMA she has led on legal advice and analysis across the
whole range of markets, mergers and sector regulation activities,
including ICE/Trayport, Fox/Sky, Tesco/Booker and the Energy Market
Investigation.

George joined the CMA in 2014 as a Project Director, and has led a3.
number of the CMA’s major consumer and antitrust investigations. He led
the CMA’s response to its first ‘super-complaint’ from the consumer body
Which?, concerning the pricing practices of UK supermarkets, and the
CMA’s ongoing investigation into potentially misleading and unfair
practices in the gambling sector. George has also led investigations
into alleged abuse of dominance by pharmaceutical companies concerning
the prices they offer to the NHS. Before joining the CMA, George worked
for the UK’s Competition Appeal Tribunal as a Référendaire on a range of
major competition and regulatory appeals and damages actions. A
qualified solicitor, George began his career as an associate at
international law firm Simmons & Simmons, specialising in civil and
criminal antitrust investigations and utilities regulation.

The Executive Director – Markets & Mergers appointment was made in4.
accordance with the requirements set down in the Commissioner for Public
Appointments Code of Practice. The Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, the Rt Hon Greg Clarke MP, has made the
appointment of Andrea to the CMA’s Board. The SD consumer appointment
was made in accordance with the requirements set down in the Civil
Service Commission Recruitment Principles.

https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/intercontinental-exchange-trayport-merger-inquiry
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https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/tesco-booker-merger-inquiry
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/energy-market-investigation
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https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/groceries-pricing-super-complaint
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/online-gambling


Rachel Merelie, who has been Acting Executive Director, returns to her5.
role as Senior Director, Delivery and Sector Regulation.

For more information on the CMA see our homepage or follow us on6.
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.

Enquiries should be directed to press@cma.gsi.gov.uk or 020 3738 6191.7.
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