Plymouth landlord receives suspended
prison sentence after gas safety
failings

A landlord from Plymouth has been sentenced after failing to maintain gas
appliances and failing to have landlord’s gas safety checks undertaken at his
rental property in Canterbury Drive, Plymouth.

Plymouth Crown Court heard how, in August 2018, a concern was raised with the
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) by a previous tenant that no landlord’s gas
safety checks had been carried out for three years. HSE made numerous
attempts to contact the landlord, Mr Thomas Brumby, but received no replies
or representations.

Having failed to provide HSE with a copy of any landlord’s gas safety records
for his tenanted property, a formal Improvement Notice was served on Mr
Brumby requiring him to arrange for the gas appliances at his tenanted
property to be checked and maintained. Mr Brumby ignored this Improvement
Notice.

Thomas Brumby of Canterbury Drive, Plymouth, pleaded guilty to breaching
Regulations 36(3)(a) and 36(2)(a) of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998. He has been sentenced to 15 weeks in prison for each
offence, both suspended for 18 months, and ordered to pay costs of £1,500.

Speaking after the hearing HSE inspector Simon Jones said: “Thomas Brumby put
the residents and other members of the public at risk of harm by failing to
maintain gas appliances in the domestic property. He showed contempt of the
law surrounding gas safety at a tenanted property.

“Landlords must ensure they obtain a landlord’s gas safety record and they
maintain all gas appliances in accordance with the law.”

Notes to Editors:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/
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