Plastics Pact announcement ‘wholly
inadequate’, says Green Party deputy
leader

]
25 June 2019

Responding to the announcement from the UK Plastics Pact that its members
will remove eight unnecessary plastic items from stores by the end of 2020
and “actively investigate” a second list of 19 items for sustainable
alternatives by six years’ time (1),

Amelia Womack, deputy leader of the Green Party of England and Wales, said:

“Companies produce and sell about 76 kilogrammes of plastic that goes to
waste each year in the UK for every women, man and child in the country.

“Today’s response from industry and retailers is wholly, ridiculously,
inadequate and doesn’t address public concern on plastics or effectively
protect the environment.”

“Again and again the model of self-regulation has failed. This is one more
area in which the government needs to step in with strong action.”

“The Green Party is calling for a ban on all unnecessary single-use plastics.
That would address almost all of the throwaway plastics on our high streets.

“It is up to the companies who sell products, and profit from them, to find
alternative forms of distribution and packaging and take responsibility for
the impact of their actions in our oceans, food chains and landscapes.”

(1) https://www.itv.com/news/2019-06-25/eight-plastic-items-marked-for-elimin
ation-from-shelves-by-end-of-2020/
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