
News story: Dr Peter Groves to be new
chair of the Devices Expert Advisory
Committee

Formed in 2015, the Devices Expert Advisory Committee (DEAC) is responsible
for providing independent, external expert input and advice on a wide range
of aspects relating to medical devices to support the Agency in its role to
ensure that medical devices are acceptably safe and are used both safely and
effectively.

Dr Groves is a consultant cardiologist at Cardiff and Vale University Health
Board and previously sat on DEAC as representative for Wales and was Deputy
Chair. His experience includes a period a Director for Cardio-thoracic
Services in the Health Board and he is current Chair of the NICE Medical
Technology Appraisal Committee.

Dr Ian Hudson, Chief Executive Officer at MHRA said:

I am very pleased Dr Groves has accepted this appointment as Chair
of DEAC and I and the Agency are looking forward to working with Dr
Groves, who brings a wealth of expertise and experience to the
role.

As medical devices become ever more complex and diverse, the role
of DEAC in providing independent external input and advice is
increasingly vital to the work of the Agency.

I would also like to express my thanks to Dr Nightingale, our
outgoing and founding chair, for all the support and expert advice
he has provided during his tenure.

Dr Groves said:

I am delighted to have been appointed as Chair of DEAC and look
forward to working closely with colleagues at MHRA. The DEAC has an
important role in providing clinical advice to MHRA in maximising
patient safety and I am honoured to be taking on the leadership of
such an esteemed group of professionals.

As an interventional cardiologist, I am constantly reminded of the
ability of medical devices to change the lives of patients.
Ensuring that the NHS has timely access to new and innovative
medical devices is critical to service improvement but ensuring
their safety, as best we can, is a fundamental responsibility. The
DEAC, under my leadership, will do all it can to support MHRA in
exercising this important function.
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