
News story: Defence Secretary hosts
Qatari counterpart at historic Horse
Guards

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson and Minister of State for Defence Affairs
of Qatar, His Excellency Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah, met horses and
soldiers from the Blues and Royals at Horse Guards in London. Crown
copyright.

The Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson and his Qatari counterpart, His
Excellency Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah, have reaffirmed the important
long-term relationship between the UK and Qatar during a meeting in London.

The visit follows the Defence Secretary’s trip to Qatar last December, where
he signed a £6bn deal for Typhoon jets and missiles, supporting thousands of
British jobs at BAE Systems.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Qatar is a vital partner in the fight against Daesh, hosting the
headquarters of the coalition air campaign which is still
coordinating strikes on targets in Syria every day.

Our two countries face the same threats from violent extremism and
a mutual interest in supporting stability in the region, which will
deliver security at home.

The visit to London focussed on defence and security cooperation between the
UK and Qatar ahead of the 2022 World Cup, which is being hosted by Qatar, and
lessons learned from the military support to the London 2012 Olympics. In
addition to the Defence Secretary, Al-Attiyah also met with Security Minister
Ben Wallace and the Deputy National Security Advisor Paddy McGuiness. His
Excellency also inspected the men and horses of the Blues and Royals at the
Army’s historic London Headquarters at Horse Guards Parade.
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