New advisers

As the Prime Minister looks for new advisers he needs a select cast who will
help him develop and communicate his strategic vision of our country and our
future as we leave the single market and customs union and learn to live with
the virus.

He needs help to build more bridges with Ministers and backbench MPs and to
shape the resources and powers of government for a distinctive and positive
approach to the future. There is plenty of talent and experience on the
backbenches which needs enthusing and mobilising in many ways.

There are three immediate priorities, which have to be tackled together and
are critically interlinked. The first is the secure a clean exit from the EU,
with or without the preferred free trade deal, with no more slippage. Indeed,
there will not be a free trade deal of an acceptable kind unless the clear
resolution of the UK to just leave is believed by the EU.

The second is to put in place a full range of approaches to the virus as we
await further breakthroughs from medical science, so we can live more normal
lives and get the economy back to work whilst protecting the vulnerable and
limiting the spread of the disease. I have often commented here on the
initiatives we need to extend or develop to winnow down the impact of this
virus.

The third is to do everything we can to promote and sustain recovery. We need
more and better paid jobs, more and more profitable small businesses, more
home grown food and home produced goods.

The Prime Minister needs to appoint those advisers who he thinks best meet
his needs. He also needs to continue to take advice from leading members of
the Cabinet who should also enjoy his trust
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