
My question to the Health Secretary
about the use of expanding bed and
staff capacity in hospitals

Rt Hon Sir John Redwood MP:

Why has some of the substantial extra money for the health service not been
used to expand bed and associated staff capacity in hospitals, and why were
the anti-covid Nightingale hospitals not used for the pandemic to prevent the
virus from spreading to the district generals?

Sajid Javid, Secretary of State for the Department of Health and Social Care:

The NHS and social care has £5.4 billion of extra funding over the second
half of this financial year. A lot of that funding is being deployed to
create extra capacity, especially with work on discharges between the NHS and
the social care sector, because people can be clinically ready to be
discharged, but the care packages have not always been easily available.
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