
My question during the Statement on
Net Zero Strategy and Heat and
Buildings Strategy, 19 October

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): If heat pumps and electric cars are going
to help, we will need to generate all our electricity from green sources, so
when will the Government commission the very large amounts of new generating
capacity we will need to make them work when the wind does not blow and the
sun does not shine?

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy (Mr Gregg Hands): I thank my right hon. Friend for, as always,
putting his question very directly, which I have appreciated over many years
in the House. I have mentioned our commitment to nuclear and our commitment
to the gas sector as a transition fuel.

Fortunately, at the moment, we are dependent largely on domestic gas
production, in that 50% of our gas usage comes from the UK continental shelf
while 30% comes from Norway.

The point here is to ramp up our commitment to low and zero carbon fuels.
That makes sense for the environment, for our economic security and for our
diversification.
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