My Question during the Statement on
Defence and Security Industrial
Strategy, 23 March 2021

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): I strongly welcome the emphasis of the
statement on making more in Britain, because we cannot be properly defended
if we rely on imports for crucial things. Is the UK undertaking a full audit
of the designs, intellectual property and rare materials we would need to
manufacture all our crucial defence equipment here, were we to face a
blockade or other hostile action against our imports? President Biden 1is
currently carrying out such a supply chain analysis for his country.

The Minister for Defence Procurement (Mr Jeremy Quin): As my right hon.
Friend will know, the supply chains in defence are vast, but it is an
analysis that we are undertaking. We are doing it project by project, making
certain that the most crucial are investigated first, but we are doing an
analysis of our supply chains, and that is being elevated to the Defence
Board, to make certain that we have greater oversight of what goes into our
crucial defence kit and equipment.
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