
My question during the Statement on
Cyber-attack: Microsoft

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): The success or failure of the COP26 rests
heavily on whether the UK, as chairman, can persuade China—the world’s
largest emitter of carbon dioxide—to set tough targets to cut its output. Is
this affecting the Government’s response to this issue? What is the UK’s
strategy to influence China across the piece, as there are many areas where
it needs to do so?

The Minister of State (Mr James Cleverly): I can assure my right hon. Friend
that the actions of the UK Government in response to this cyber-attack are
driven by this cyber-attack and our complete unwillingness to accept it as a
pattern of behaviour.

He does make an incredibly important point though, and it reflects the point
that I have made that we cannot simply ignore China. A previous question this
morning highlighted the fact that China is still heavily reliant on coal as
an energy production source, and we know the climate change implications of
that. We want China to behave better on the international stage both on
things such as cyber-security, intellectual property and human rights, but
also on the incredibly important agenda that will affect our children, our
grandchildren and our great-grandchildren, which is the protection of the
environment and a move towards greener energy generation.
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