
My Question during the Statement on
Britain’s Railways, 20 May 2021

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham (Con): I welcome the use of private sector
capital, ideas and management skill in the new railway, and I welcome the
forthcoming attack on late trains, hard seats and dirty carriages.

Will Great British Railways ensure that it is genuinely open to bids and
offers for new routes, improved timetables, property developments on railway
land and improved service quality? Local partnerships and private sector
competitors can bring these about as long as they are not thwarted from the
centre, as they often were by Network Rail.

The Secretary of State for Transport (Mr Grant Shapps): Yes.
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