
My intervention during the debate on
Income tax (charge), 16 March 2020

John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): Will the Government look again at the issue
of the hospitality, travel and leisure industries? Some of those businesses
are losing not just 10% or 20%, as they might in a normal recession, but the
bulk of their revenue. Do they not need some revenue-sharing with the
Government? Could we have a scheme like the German one to keep workers in
work for a bit when they have a major loss of demand? I have declared my
interests in the Register of Members’ Financial Interests—they are not in
this particular sector.

Edward Argar Minister of State (Department of Health and Social Care): My
right hon. Friend is right to highlight the challenges for particular sectors
that are posed by what is currently happening, and he is right to mention the
hotel and hospitality trade. Alongside the measures set out by
the Chancellor last week, my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport continues to have discussions, not only
within his Department and across Government but with the sector, about what
can be done to ensure that it gets the appropriate support that it needs as a
sector.
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