
My contribution to the Statement on
Education Recovery, 7 June

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham (Con): Will my right hon. Friend join me in
congratulating those schools that adapted rapidly to the virtual and hybrid
world and taught extensive timetables sticking to exam syllabuses? What more
can be done to spread best practice, while offering targeted support for
those schools that faced special difficulties?

The Secretary of State for Education (Mr Gavin Williamson): My right hon.
Friend absolutely hit the nail on the head; the children who benefited most
were those in schools that kept a clear focus on supporting children with a
strong and rich knowledge-based curriculum.

That has very much been based on the reforms that have been rolled out by
this Government over the last 11 years. There are sometimes siren calls to
reduce the standards and quality of our curriculum and what is taught, but
that most disadvantages children from the most disadvantaged areas. I
reassure my right hon.

Friend that every action we take will be about reinforcing the evidence as to
what actually works and how we can benefit children, including through
tutoring, driving up teacher quality and ensuring that teachers have the
right materials, support and training to deliver the very best for their
children.
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