Mrs May damages the Union

It is entirely in keeping with Mrs May’s calamitous handling of government
that her parting gift as PM should include Northern Ireland legislation which
stokes up controversy between Leave and Remain and is disliked by the DUP,
the representatives of the majority in Northern Ireland.

She claimed to be a committed supporter of the Union yet her words and
actions gave heart to those who oppose the Union. In Scotland she seemed to
encourage the SNP, out to use Brexit to weaken the Union. She rarely made the
case that Brexit is a UK matter based on a UK wide referendum. She took SNP
objections to Brexit more seriously than the many Scottish voices who
support Brexit.

In Northern Ireland Mrs May accepted the Republic view that the border is a
problem against the view of her own allies, the DUP. She almost lost her
government by agreeing to the Irish backstop in the Withdrawal Treaty without
their consent.

So here is the irony. Mrs May claimed to be the champion of the Union yet
she sided with the Union’s strongest critics, Sinn Fein and the SNP, on the
EU question. Mrs May put her loyalty to the EU above her alleged love of the
Union, just as she put her enthusiasm for the EU above her democratic promise
to get us out
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