Abu Dhabi issues stay-at-home order
starting July 19 for sterilization
program

Thu, 2021-07-15 21:51

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi emirate has issued stay-at-home orders starting July 19
for between midnight and 5 a.m. for the launch of a sterilization program, a
media office tweet said on Thursday.

Sterilization will take place daily between those times and, during these
hours, the movement of traffic and the public will be restricted and there
will be no transportation services, it said.

The Abu Dhabi Emergency, Crisis and Disasters Committee has
launched the National Sterilisation Programme in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi, starting from Monday 19 July as part of efforts to
protect public health and prevent the spread of Covid-19.
pic.twitter.com/xZ5Ui8JKCi

— sodeYl ubes | wiSe (@admediaoffice) July 15, 2021

The public must stay at home unless it is absolutely necessary to go out, or
to get essential supplies, such as food and medicine and must apply for a
movement permit in Abu Dhabi emirate, the announcement added.

The UAE, as of Thursday, had recorded 656,354 cases of the coronavirus with
1,885 deaths, while 634,272 people had recovered from the disease.
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Yemeni government scores fresh
military gains in Marib province

Author:
Thu, 2021-07-15 19:33

ALEXANDRIA: Yemeni troops and local tribesmen seized control of the
headquarters of a key district in the central province of Marib, scoring
major gains in the area for the first time in years, an army spokesperson
said Thursday.

Maj. Gen. Abdu Abdullah Majili said that government troops controlled the
center of Rahabah district after heavy clashes with Houthis, who retreated to
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neighboring areas. The army had killed, wounded and captured dozens of rebel
fighters during the latest clashes in Marib, he added.

“The battles will continue until we take full control of Rahabah district.”

Local tribesmen first announced the liberation of Rahabah on Wednesday
afternoon, shortly after dozens of fighters stormed a building that hosted
government offices.

Combatants posed for pictures outside the building as other armed men
retrieved weapons and vehicles abandoned by the Houthis, witnesses said.

Backed by massive air support from the Arab coalition, the Yemeni army and
tribesmen have applied defensive and attrition tactics in Marib since earlier
this year to push back a major Houthi offensive on the oil-rich city.

Thousands have been killed in battle, with the rebels failing to make major
advances toward Marib.

Local army officials and experts said the liberation of Rahabah would put
troops closer to Sanaa province and enable them to send military
reinforcements to neighboring Al-Bayda.

Pushing the Houthis from Rahabah, which sits along a key road that links
Sanaa with Marib, would help the army cut the militia’s supply lines to
fighters in Marib’s Serwah district.

Local media on Thursday reported that the Houthis had amassed troops nearby,
preparing for a counterattack to recapture Rahabah and other liberated areas
in Jabal Murad district.

Majili said that government troops pushed back many assaults by the Houthis
in Al-Mashjah and Al-Kasara, west of Marib, as the rebels pressed to break
the army’s defenses. He hailed the coalition’s warplanes for destroying
dozens of Houthi fighters, military vehicles, and weapons.

Experts said the army should now focus on securing liberated areas in Marib
from predicted counterattacks by the Houthis and defuse landmines instead of
pushing into new areas.

Troops suffered major defeats in Al-Bayda after the Houthis recaptured Al-
Zaher district through a brief counterattack.



e
Main category:
Middle-East

Tags:
Yemen
Marib
Rahabah
Houthis

Fighting outside Marib simmers as Houthis take heavy casualties Houthi
offensive in Marib is exacerbating Yemen’s humanitarian crisis: US State
Dept.

France threatens sanctions for Libyan
groups blocking political process

Thu, 2021-07-15 18:40

NEW YORK: Those jeopardizing the Libyan political process could face
sanctions, the French foreign minister has warned.

Jean-Yves Le Drian presided over a UN Security Council meeting on Thursday on
Libya’s roadmap out of years of conflict.
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A ceasefire agreement reached last year led to a transitional government and
elections scheduled for December. But progress has faltered with the
different sides failing to agree on a legal framework for the polls.

Le Drian said real threats were hanging over the political process and they
must be dispelled, starting with respecting the electoral calendar.

He said those who jeopardized the political process could be subject to
sanctions.

The minister also called for all foreign fighters to leave the country as was
agreed in the ceasefire deal.

The UN special envoy to Libya Jan Kubis said many Libyan officials appeared
unready to commit to the elections timetable and that some parties were using
various tactics to obstruct holding the vote.

Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh told the meeting that Libya’s security and
economic situations have become more stable.

But he warned that the presence of mercenaries and foreign fighters on Libyan
soil is one of the most important obstacles to stability.

He called on the international community to support Libya in unifying the
military and security institutions.
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‘God help this country:’' Lebanon in
limbo as PM-designate Hariri quits

Thu, 2021-07-15 16:31

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Prime Minister-designate Saad Hariri stepped down on
Thursday, citing “key differences” with President Michel Aoun after nine
months of political wrangling that failed to form a government for the
crisis-ridden country.

Following his second meeting with the president in the past 24 hours, Hariri
announced that “Aoun’s position has not changed.”

The two men held their 19th meeting on Wednesday, with Hariri presenting a
lineup for a 24-member cabinet.

“God help this country,” Hariri said. “Aoun requested fundamental changes to
the cabinet lineup I had presented to him on Wednesday, related to the naming
of Christian ministers. He told me that we would not be able to reach an
agreement.”

Aoun’s office hit back in a statement, saying that Hariri “was not ready to
discuss amendments of any kind.”

The president said he would set a date for binding parliamentary
consultations as soon as possible to assign an alternative figure to take
over the task of forming a government.

Following Hariri’'s move, the Lebanese pound hit a new low and was selling for
higher than LBP20,000 to the dollar on the black market.

The resignation and the sharp rise in the price of the dollar sparked angry
protests that spread in Beirut, Sidon, Tripoli and Baalbek.
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Protesters destroyed restaurants and cafes and expelled customers from these
establishments in the southern city of Tyre.

In Beirut, streets were blocked and there were clashes with soldiers in the
vicinity of Beirut Arab University, leaving some injured.

In Tripoli, there were repeated calls through loudspeakers for people to take
to the streets.

Relations between Aoun and Hariri were under great strain because of the
political differences and disputes between the president and his political
party, the Free Patriotic Movement (FPM), on one side and Hariri'’s Future
Movement on the other.

Dr. Harith Suleiman, an academic and political writer, said he was not
shocked to see Lebanon reach this impasse as Aoun had been “hindering all
attempts” to form a rescue government for the past nine months.

“Aoun does not want Hariri to head the government and is insisting on giving
the blocking third to himself and his political party to be able to sack the
government whenever he feels like it,” he told Arab News. “He wants the
blocking third to be solely given for his party, without Hezbollah, because
he does want Hezbollah to be able to apply pressure in case it was to support
a presidential candidate other than the FPM’s candidate, Gebran Bassil.

“It is not easy now to name a well-respected Sunni figure who would resist
Aoun and his son-in-law, Gebran Bassil, to form a government that would stop
the collapse. Bassil wants a premier who would be willing to work for him and
take his orders.”

Regarding the failure of foreign pressure to reach a solution in Lebanon,
Suleiman added: “We will remain hostages until the conclusion of the
American-Iranian talks in Vienna. How can foreign countries ask us to save
ourselves while we are hostages? Can the kidnapped rebel against their
kidnappers?”

Former lawmaker Fares Souaid said Aoun was still in the presidential palace
“only because of Hezbollah.”

“In the confrontation of political forces, the public opinion and the Arab
and international decision-making bodies, the situation is worse than
dangerous,” he added.

The US State Department said that Secretary of State Antony Blinken would
discuss with his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian the efforts exerted to
address the situation in Lebanon, adding that “Lebanon’s leaders must form a
government able to carry out reforms to end the crisis.”



On Thursday, the US ambassador to Lebanon Dorothy Shea and her French
counterpart Anne Grillo handed a joint letter to Aoun from Blinken and Le
Drian in which they stressed “their countries’ interest in the Lebanese
situation” and “the need to form a government soon to address the critical
situation that Lebanon is facing.”

France on Thursday reiterated its commitment to supporting the Lebanese while
sources said that French presidential envoy Patrick Durel met Mohamed Raad,
head of Hezbollah’s parliamentary bloc, on Wednesday night.

During a celebration on France'’s national day, Grillo addressed the Lebanese
and said: “This celebration is held this year in the context of the
solidarity that we have been expressing to you for several months, and
especially after Aug. 4, 2020, the day of the Beirut port explosion.

“Once again today, I am reiterating to you that France, the French people,
and the French residents in Lebanon will always support you. The situation
today is urgent and pressing. France has always sought to gather support for
Lebanon. At the initiative of the French president and with the support of
the UN, a third international conference to support the Lebanese people will
be held on Aug. 4. This date will constitute a new milestone .. following the
two previous conferences that helped raise €250 million ($295.07 million) for
Lebanon, including €80 million from France.”
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Italian FM denies funding Libyan coast

guard accused of human rights abuses

Thu, 2021-07-15 15:20

ROME: Italy’s foreign minister has denied funding Libyan coast guard
operations in the Mediterranean following claims by charity groups of human
rights abuses of migrants and refugees.

During a session of the Italian Chamber of Deputies on Wednesday, Luigi Di
Maio said Rome “had not, and would not” provide funds for such activities.
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The minister’s assurances came in the wake of a plea by several NGOs for
Italy to restrain from financing Libyan authorities.

In the parliamentary hearing on Italian military missions abroad, including
the country’s presence in Libya, Di Maio added: “Strengthening of the Libyan
authorities’ capacity to conduct search and rescue operations in their own
areas of responsibility, respecting international norms, is one of the lines
pursued by the (Italian) government.”

Italy recently donated a number of its former patrol vessels for use by the
Libyan coast guard and has helped with the training of personnel.

Addressing deputies, Di Maio said: “It fits into the framework of initiatives
to encourage a management (of migrant flows) that is more respectful of
international standards on irregular flows (by Libya), and to combat the
trafficking of human beings.”

He pointed out that he and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi had attended
several meetings over recent months with Libyan authorities during which the
issues were discussed.

More than 100 associations joined a protest outside the building where the
parliamentary session was being held.

Erasmo Palazzotto, an MP from the Italian left-wing LeU party supporting
Draghi’s Cabinet, told Arab News: “We denounce the responsibility of Italian
authorities in the constant massacre of migrant people in the central
Mediterranean and in the cycle of violence, exploitation, and violation of
human rights systematically endured by migrants and refugees in Libya.”

The NGOs have demanded “absolute guarantees” on the respect of human rights.

“Any cooperation with Libyan authorities must be stopped unless concrete
guarantees on the protection of human rights of migrants and refugees are
granted; we say no to support and cooperation with the Libyan coast guard
aimed at forced pushbacks in Libya,” Palazzotto said.

He called for “a plan providing for the immediate evacuation of people held
in Libyan detention centers and the extension of regular entry channels for
migrant people and refugees,” along with, “the restoration of an
institutional system for search and rescue (operations) in the central
Mediterranean and the recognition of the essential role undertaken by NGOs in
the safeqguarding of lives at sea.”

Democratic party MP, Laura Boldrini, highlighted an incident reported by non-
profit rescue group Sea-Watch on June 30, in which the Libyan coast guard —
using a vessel donated by the Italian government — was allegedly seen firing
live ammunition at a migrant boat in an apparent attempt to stop it from
crossing the Mediterranean to Europe.

She said: “The Italian Parliament cannot be deaf and blind regarding the
unscrupulous methods used by the Libyan coast guard. Shooting at a boat full
of people is a criminal operation.”



The parliamentary session passed a resolution to increase Italy’s engagement
in the EU naval force Mediterranean operation (IRINI) — that helps in the
training of the Libyan coast guard and navy and the disruption of human
smuggling and trafficking — so as to limit Italian direct cooperation with
the Libyan coast guard.

The resolution, approved by the Italian Chamber of Deputies, said: “This will
allow to consolidate the role of Italy in Libya, rationalize the structure of
command, and strengthen the European role.”
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