At least 40 Houthi fighters killed in
fierce Marib fighting
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ALEXANDRIA: Dozens of Houthi fighters in Yemen have been killed in fierce
fighting with government forces during the past 24 hours in the provinces of
Marib, Lahj, Jouf and Al-Bayda, army officials and tribal leaders said on
Sunday.

At least 40 Houthis were killed on Saturday and Sunday in Rahabah district,
south of Marib city, when government troops pushed back their assault in
mountainous areas in the district, Col. Yahiya Al-Hatemi, director of Yemen
Army’s military media, told Arab News.

The Yemeni military official said that the army and allied tribesmen, backed
air support from the Arab coalition, mounted a counteroffensive in the
district and managed to seize control of a mountain and weapons left behind
by Houthi fighters.

Warplanes conducted several aid raids in Marib province, targeting military
vehicles carrying fighters and weapons heading to the battlefields.

Tribesmen reported seeing at least two military vehicles catching fire after
being hit by the warplanes in Marib province.

By expelling the Houthis from Al-Abzakh mountain, loyalists would have
control over a large swathe of land south of Marib and would effectively push
away the Houthi threat to Marib city from the south.

Despite their losses in the south, the Houthis continued to aggressively
attack government forces in areas west of Marib city, local media said.

The Houthis mounted attacks on government forces in the Al-Mashjah and Al-
Kasara regions, but failed to make any territorial gains.

Thousands of people have been killed in the province of Marib since February
when the Houthis renewed a major offensive to control the strategic city of
Marib.

Houthis have ignored many local and international calls to cease their
offensive and comply with peace efforts to end the war in Yemen.

In the neighboring Jouf province, state media quoted Brig. Mohammed Al-Hajji,
an army commander, as saying that army troops and tribesmen on Sunday
repulsed a Houthi offensive on government-controlled locations in Al-Jadafer,
east of Jouf province, and adding that the rebels were forced to retreat
after suffering “heavy” losses.

Fighting also occurred in borders between Lahj and Al-Bayda provinces where
the Houthis attacked an area controlled by forces loyal to the Southern
Transitional Council.

Local media said that a government soldier and several Houthis were killed
during the failed Houthi attack in the Senah area of Lahj province. Tribesmen
on Sunday attacked the Houthi areas in Al-Souma district, west of Al-Bayda
province.
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Coronavirus

Coronavirus cases continue to fluctuate across government-controlled
provinces in Yemen, with the Aden-based National Coronavirus Committee on
Sunday recording nine new cases and one death, compared with three new cases
and zero deaths on Saturday.

On Friday, the committee announced the recording of 16 new cases and one
death.

The total number of confirmed cases in liberated areas is 7,070, including
1,377 deaths and 4,200 recoveries. Local health officials believe that the
surging numbers of cases might represent a new wave of the pandemic.

“The epidemiological situation is worrying, as cases have begun to surge,”
Dr. Ahmed Mansour, a health official in the southern city of Taiz, told Arab
News by telephone.
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Yemen violence increases as Houthis reject truce callsYemen’s Houthi militia
reject US call to stop Marib offensive
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Egypt COVID-19 vaccine to begin
distribution in mid-August
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CAIRO: The first 10 million doses of Egypt’s coronavirus vaccine Vaccera
Sinovac will be distributed in mid-August to more than 500 centers
nationwide, the Ministry of Health and Population has announced.

People will be able to receive certificates proving they have been vaccinated
through 126 government offices, said Health and Population Minister Hala
Zayed.

The certificates are accredited and insured, and carry a unique QR code that
will contain the holder’s data, photo and vaccination status, she added.

The ministry is also finalizing an Egyptian Health Passport app to be used in
airports.

Zayed stressed the need to continue adhering to the required precautionary
and preventative measures, and to stay away from large gatherings.
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Five dead in ambush on Hezbollah
mourners south of Beirut

Sun, 2021-08-01 17:52

LONDON: At least five people including three Hezbollah members were killed in
Khalde, south of Beirut on Sunday when a funeral for a party member was
ambushed.

Several people were wounded in the exchange of fire in the Khalde area
between members of the Lebanese Shiite group and Sunni residents, after a
funeral for Ali Shibli was attacked.

Shibli was killed the night before.

Sectarian tensions have long flared in Khalde between the town’s mixed
Shi’ite and Sunni residents.

Footage of a video broadcast on Hezbollah’s Manar TV channel showed a volley
of gunfire being fired on the convoy of mourners arriving at the home of
Shibli.

Iranian-backed Hezbollah urged the Lebanese authorities to pursue the
culprits saying the incident reflected lawlessness and bigotry.

Prime minister-designate Najib Mikati appealed for “restraint” and warned
against confessional “discord”.
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Lebanon president ready to answer questions on Beirut blastlLebanon prepares
to mourn victims of Aug. 4 blast on first anniversary

Egyptian chief of staff calls on
southern region’s military unit to be
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CAIRO: Egyptian Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Mohammed Farid called on the
personnel and officers from one of the southern region’s military units to be
“vigilant and combat-ready to carry out the tasks of securing the country’s
borders.”

During a meeting with personnel from the unit, Farid conveyed the greetings
and appreciation of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi for their efforts
and sacrifices in the fight to maintain the security of the country’s
southern border against smuggling, illegal immigration and hostilities.

The chief of staff discussed the unit’s various combat missions and methods
of confronting emergencies, praising their combat readiness and high morale.

Farid stressed the need to develop the field skills of fighters and improve
those of officers to enable them to make quick decisions under various
circumstances.

He inspected the unit’s procedures for raising combat efficiency, beginning
with the presentation of a report that included the technical and
administrative status of the unit following improvements to weapons and other
areas.
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Rescuers pull 394 migrants from
dangerously overcrowded boat off
Tunisia
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ABOARD SEA-WATCH 3, Mediterranean: Two humanitarian rescue ships pulled 394
migrants from a dangerously overcrowded wooden boat in the Mediterranean
overnight on Sunday in an operation lasting about six hours, a Reuters
witness said.

The German and French NGO ships Sea-Watch 3 and Ocean Viking rescued the
migrants in Tunisian waters 68 km (42 miles) from the North African coast,
near oil facilities and other ships.

Sea-Watch 3, which assumed command of the operation, took 141 of the
survivors while Ocean Viking took the rest. The yacht Nadir, from the German
NGO ResQ Ship, later gave support.

It was not clear if there were any deaths or injuries among the migrants who
were in the wooden boat, which was crammed with migrants on deck and inside
the hull.

The craft was taking in water and its engine was not working, the Reuters
witness said.

Migrant boat departures from Libya and Tunisia to Italy and other parts of
Europe have increased in recent months as weather conditions have improved.

According to the UN-affiliated International Organization for Migration, more
than 1,100 people fleeing conflict and poverty in Africa and the Middle East
have perished this year in the Mediterranean.

Many of the migrants in this latest rescue were seen jumping off the boat and
trying to swim to Sea-Watch 3, the Reuters witness said.
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The migrants were mainly men from Morocco, Bangladesh, Egypt and Syria.
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600 migrants reach Italian island from Tunisia in 2 daysGerman NGO Sea-Watch
rescues nearly 100 migrants in Mediterranean
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