
US targets Iran drone procurement
network, accuses it of aiding Russia
WASHINGTON: The United States on Wednesday imposed sanctions on a network it
said was helping procure sensitive parts for Iran’s drone program, and
accused Tehran of supplying Russia with drones to support Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine.
The network has facilitated shipments and financial transactions in support
of the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps’ (IRGC) procurement of a
critical component used in Iran’s Shahed-136 drones, the Treasury Department
said in a statement.

Israel says it foiled Iranian plot to
target, spy on senior Israeli
politicians
JERUSALEM: Israel arrested five Palestinians in a plot allegedly hatched in
Iran to target and spy on senior Israeli politicians, including Israel’s far-
right national security minister, the country’s internal security agency said
Wednesday.
The Shin Bet security service alleged that an Iranian security official
living in neighboring Jordan had recruited three Palestinian men in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank and another two Palestinian citizens of Israel to
gather intelligence about several high-profile Israeli politicians.

Morocco calls for resumption of
Western Sahara talks
NEW YORK: Morocco’s permanent representative to the UN on Tuesday called for
a resumption of negotiations over the situation in Western Sahara.

Speaking on the final day of the 78th session of the UN General Assembly,
Omar Hilale said Morocco is resolute in finding a solution to the “fabricated
regional conflict” as an aid to promoting peace and stability in the region
and Africa more widely. 
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25 dead in fierce new fighting in Deir
Ezzor
JEDDAH: At least 25 people have died in two days of fierce clashes between
fighters loyal to the Assad regime and Kurdish-led forces in the Dheiban area
of Deir Ezzor province in eastern Syria.
The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces said they had “driven out the regime
gunmen who had infiltrated the area” after gun battles erupted on Monday.
At least 90 people were killed in the same area this month in 10 days of
fighting between the SDF and armed Arab tribesmen.

At least 100 killed, 150 injured in
fire at Iraq wedding party
NINEVEH, Iraq: At least 100 people were killed and 150 were injured in a fire
at a wedding celebration in the district of Hamdaniya in Iraq’s Nineveh
province, Iraqi state media said early on Wednesday, with local sources
saying the toll was expected to rise.

The fire ripped through a large events hall in the north-eastern region after
fireworks were lit during the celebration, local civil defense said,
according to state media.
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