Rich heritage buried under
impoverished Gaza Strip

Sun, 2022-06-26 23:58

JABALIYA, Palestine: While workers labored on a large construction site in
the Gaza Strip, a security guard noticed a strange piece of stone sticking
out of the earth.

“I thought it was a tunnel,” said Ahmad, the young guard, referring to secret
passages dug by the militant group Hamas to help it battle Israel.

In the Gaza Strip, ruled by Hamas and repeatedly ravaged by war, people are
more familiar with burying the dead than digging up their heritage.
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Lebanese politicians urged to form
government

Sun, 2022-06-26 23:52

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s top Christian cleric urged fractious politicians on Sunday
to speed up the formation of a government to allow authorities to prepare for
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presidential elections due before the end of October.

Lebanon’s Najib Mikati was nominated premier for a fourth time on Thursday
after securing the support of 54 of parliament’s 128 lawmakers, including the
Iran-backed Hezbollah, in consultations convened by President Michel Aoun.
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Houthis seize properties of late
former PM Bajamal

Sun, 2022-06-26 21:28

AL-MUKALLA: An anti-corruption authority controlled by the Iran-backed
Houthis in Sanaa has ordered the seizure of assets belonging to Abdul Qader
Bajamal, a late former prime minister, accusing him of misusing public funds,
Yemeni activists and local media said.

Ahmed Nagi Al-Nabhani, a Yemeni activist based in the city, told Arab News
that the Supreme National Authority for Combating Corruption issued a seizure
order targeting houses, bank accounts and other properties owned by Bajamal
over a failed project during his tenure in 2003.
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Israel forms special military brigade
to protect West Bank wall

Sun, 2022-06-26 21:11

RAMALLAH: Israel has established a new special military brigade to protect
its barrier in the West Bank and reconstruct several kilometers of wall in
southern Jenin, with a shoot-to-kill policy against Palestinian infiltrators,
senior Israeli military sources revealed this week.

The Wall Brigade started functioning two weeks ago and consists of six
battalions numbering 2,100 personnel.

The budget for the new 60-kilometer-long, seven-meter-high cement wall, which
will start from the south of Jenin and run along the border with the West
Bank, is $100 million.
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Erdogan signals no progress on
Sweden’s NATO bid

Sun, 2022-06-26 00:13

ISTANBUL; Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan signaled on Saturday that
no progress had been made in Sweden’s bid to join NATO, urging Stockholm to
take “concrete actions” to meet Ankara’s concerns, his office said.

In a phone call with Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson, Erdogan
reiterated that “Sweden should take steps regarding such fundamental matters
as combating terrorism,” the Turkish presidency said in a statement.

Turkey “wanted to see binding commitments on these issues together with
concrete and clear action,” he added.
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