Lebanon public sector faces paralysis
as strikes widen

Thu, 2022-08-18 22:36

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s public sector and legal system are under growing strain
amid widening strike action over the plunging value of salaries in the
crisis-hit country.

Hundreds of judges continued their strike on Thursday in protest at having
their salaries based on exchange rate of 1,507 Lebanese pounds to the dollar.

Civil servants have also decided to go on strike again for the same reason,
despite being granted monthly aid.
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A new honeymoon for Turkey-Israel ties
may begin with envoy exchange

Thu, 2022-08-18 22:17

ANKARA: Israel and Turkey have announced the upgrading of diplomatic
relations and the return of their ambassadors and consuls general after years
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of strained ties between the two nations.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid greeted such a diplomatic breakthrough as
an “important asset for regional stability and very important economic news
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Bella Hadid expresses ‘sadness’ at
growing up away from Palestinian roots

Thu, 2022-08-18 21:50

LONDON: The model Bella Hadid has spoken of her “sadness” that her “Muslim
culture” was taken from her as a child following the divorce of her parents.

In an interview with GQ, ahead of her acting debut in the Hulu TV series
“Ramy,” she said she had been “extracted” from her Palestinian father, real
estate developer Mohamed Hadid, and his side of the family when her mother,
Dutch model Yolanda Hadid, moved her and her siblings, Gigi and Anwar, from
Washington, D.C. to Santa Barbara, California.
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What increasingly hot and dusty Middle
East summers mean for public health,
productivity and energy demand

Thu, 2022-08-18 21:27

DUBAI: This summer, at least 20 countries around the world have recorded
maximum temperatures of 50 degrees Celsius or above, with extreme heat
episodes striking Europe, the Middle East and Africa — often for the first
time on record.

The Arab region in particular has experienced progressively extreme
temperatures year on year, attributable to long-term variations in weather
patterns. At this rate, the reality of climate change could well prove worse
than the forecast.
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Former US officials call for regime
change in Iran led by the nation’s

people

Thu, 2022-08-18 02:15

WASHINGTON: The National Council of Resistance of Iran in the US on Wednesday
urged American authorities and the wider international community to stand
firm against the regime in Iran and its efforts to develop a nuclear weapon.

The call came during a conference in Washington organized by the council. The
speakers included a number of American former political and military leaders
who called for support for regime change spearheaded by the Iranian people.
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