2022: A year of missed opportunities
in Lebanon

Fri, 2022-12-30 22:56

LEBANON: Lebanese celebrating New Year’s Eve are looking back on a period
that deepened the political and economic crisis in the country, with 2022
being described as a year of missed opportunities.

In January, former Prime Minister Saad Hariri retreated, along with the
Future Movement, from political life.

“There is no room for any positive opportunity in Lebanon in light of Iranian
influence, international confusion and national division,” Hariri had said.
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UK archives reveal government unease
at Mandela mediation over Lockerbie

Fri, 2022-12-30 14:38

LONDON: Documents released by the National Archives in the UK have revealed
that Tony Blair’s government believed Nelson Mandela was “unlikely to be
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helpful” in mediation efforts with Libya in the aftermath of the 1988
Lockerbie bombing, but that he could be used “against” Tripoli in the event
of negotiating compensation.

At a meeting in London in 2001, former South African President Mandela told
Blair that the UK was “wrong to hold Libya legally responsible for the
Lockerbie bombing” following the conviction of Abdelbaset Al-Megrahi earlier
that year.
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Israel indicts soldiers for trying to
bomb Palestinian home

ID:
1672396516285311100
Fri, 2022-12-30 10:32

JERUSALEM: Israel’s military said its prosecutor has filed indictments
against two soldiers who allegedly hurled an explosive device at a
Palestinian home in the occupied West Bank, a rare instance of Israeli troops
facing serious charges over an offense against Palestinians.
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Palestinian forces urged to unite
against Netanyahu regime

Thu, 2022-12-29 22:47

RAMALLAH: A senior Palestinian political leader has called for a united
struggle against the incoming government in Israel, labelling it racist and
extremist, and warning that its declared goal is to “deepen and consolidate
an apartheid regime.”

Mustafa Barghouti, secretary-general of the Palestinian National Initiative
Movement, urged all Palestinian forces to join together in an immediate bid
to boycott and isolate the new Israeli leadership.
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Al-Azhar's greeting to Copts provokes
anger

Thu, 2022-12-29 22:36

CAIRO: Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, Sunni Islam’s oldest and foremost seat of
learning, confirmed that controversy and disagreement over congratulating the
Christian brothers on the occasion of Christmas has been renewed with the
approaching end of each year.

The Al-Azhar Observatory for Combating Extremism said that this debate was
settled by Al-Azhar Al-Sharif a long time ago.
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