Dismay as dozens of Christian graves
in Jerusalem vandalized

Wed, 2023-01-04 23:45

JERUSALEM: A Jerusalem bishop said on Wednesday he was “dismayed” by the
desecration of dozens of Christian graves on the edge of the 0ld City, as
police probed the vandalism.

Stone graves lay in pieces with crosses toppled at the Protestant cemetery on
Mount Zion, where Christians believe Jesus’s Last Supper took place.

“We discovered that more than 30 tombstones and crosses were smashed to
pieces,” Hosam Naoum, an Anglican bishop, told journalists at the cemetery.
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Iraqi court summons justice minister
amid graft probe

Wed, 2023-01-04 23:42

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s anti-corruption agency said on Wednesday the justice minister
had been given a court summons after he was accused of blocking a graft probe
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by refusing to hand over documents.

A probe began last month into “suspicions of corruption” in the delivery of
prison meals, with “poor quality” and limited food provided compared to the
payments made.

On Tuesday, Judge Haider Hanoun, who heads the government’s anti-corruption
agency, accused Minister of Justice Khaled Shawani of “using his power to
hinder the work” of investigators.

Main category:
Middle-East

Iran frees actor Taraneh Alidoostil
after three weeks in custody
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PARIS: Iranian authorities on Wednesday released on bail star actor Taraneh
Alidoosti after holding her for almost three weeks over her support for the
protest movement, her lawyer said.

Alidoosti is one of Iranian cinema’s most acclaimed stars, winning
international renown for performances in award-winning films by director
Asghar Farhadi, including the Oscar-winning 2016 movie “The Salesman.”
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