
Controversy as maritime border
document suggests Lebanon recognized
Israel
Fri, 2023-03-10 21:17

BEIRUT: There was controversy in Lebanon on Friday after a document on the
demarcation of maritime borders appeared to suggest the country had
recognized the neighboring state of Israel.

Talks have been ongoing between the two nations for some time amidst a
backdrop of broader political tensions, with a state of war technically
existing between them.

Possibilities of a thaw in relations have also been hindered by the influence
of strongly anti-Israel factions in Lebanese politics, especially the Iran-
affiliated Hezbollah.
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China-brokered Saudi-Iran agreement
Fri, 2023-03-10 17:44

RIYADH: The US said it was aware of reports that Iran and Saudi Arabia
had resumed diplomatic relations on Friday, but referred further details to
the Saudis, a White House National Security Council spokesperson said.

Saudi Arabia and Iran agreed to reestablish diplomatic relations and reopen
their embassies within two months following years of tensions between the two
countries in a China-brokered deal.
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14 dead, 54 rescued off Tunisia in
migrant boat sinking
Fri, 2023-03-10 02:59

TUNIS, Tunisia: At least 14 Africans died and 54 were rescued when a boat in
which they were trying to reach Europe sank off the coast of Tunisia, the
Tunisian National Guard said Thursday.
The 14 bodies were recovered overnight in the Mediterranean Sea off Tunisia’s
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central Sfax region, National Guard spokesperson Houssameddine Jbabli told
the Associated Press. The National Guard said the migrants were from sub-
Saharan Africa but did not release their nationalities.
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As Baghdad recovers from years of
conflict, so too does its love of
literature
Fri, 2023-03-10 01:27

BAGHDAD: An old adage about Arabic books claims that “Cairo writes, Beirut
prints and Baghdad reads.” While this might not entirely be the case today,
the last part of the famous phrase still holds true — Iraqis love to read.

Buying, reading and discussing books have long been a crucial part of Iraqi
intellectual life that endures to this day, notwithstanding the country’s
political ups and downs.
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Facing uproar, Tunisian president
denies he’s stoking racism
Thu, 2023-03-09 23:51

TUNIS: Tunisia’s president has rejected accusations that he is stoking anti-
Black racism, saying that he has sub-Saharan African friends and that his
comments last month targeting migrants were misinterpreted by his enemies.
President Kais Saied drew international criticism and concern with those
comments, in which he ordered a crackdown on sub-Saharan African migrants and
lashed out at a perceived plot to erase Tunisia’s identity. The comments
fanned racist abuse targeting Black people in Tunisia, and prompted some
African countries to evacuate their citizens.
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