Iran releases 1 Danish, 2 Austrian
citizens in operation involving Oman,
Belgium

BERLIN: Iran has released one Danish and two Austrian citizens, the European
countries said Friday, thanking Oman and Belgium for their help in getting
the trio freed.

Austrian Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg said he was “very relieved”
that Kamran Ghaderi and Massud Mossaheb were being brought home after “years
of arduous imprisonment in Iran.”

NATO chief to visit Turkiye for
Erdogan inauguration

BRUSSELS: NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg will visit Turkiye at the weekend to
attend the inauguration of re-elected President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and hold
talks with him, the alliance said Friday.

The trip comes as pressure builds on Erdogan to drop his opposition to Sweden
joining NATO.

Stoltenberg on Thursday said during a NATO foreign ministers’ meeting in
Norway that he would soon visit Ankara to work toward Sweden joining “as
early as possible,” after speaking with Erdogan by phone earlier this week.

UAE assumes Security Council
presidency with vow to tackle ‘deep
divisions, polarization’

NEW YORK: The UAE will continue to play a constructive role in creating space
for agreement and consensus on the many important issues facing the Security
Council, the Gulf country’s UN ambassador pledged as she assumed the
presidency of the 15-member body for the second time in the UAE’s two-year
tenure.
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UNRWA chief 17
of funds within months unless donors
step up

NEW YORK: The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East is going through a “massive” financial crisis that threatens
its very existence, the agency’s chief has warned.

Philippe Lazzarini said that UNRWA’s ability to “muddle through is slowly but
surely coming to an end,” and predicted that by September it will have no
cash to keep its schools, health centers and other critical services running.

Lebanese opposition parties ‘reach
consensus’ on presidential candidate

BEIRUT: A Lebanese MP has said opposition parties have reached consensus on a
presidential candidate, in an apparent breakthrough that could end a seven-
month power vacuum.

Fadi Karam, of Lebanese Forces, told Arab News that “all signs were positive”
that the Free Patriotic Movement, a one-time ally of Hezbollah, had agreed to
endorse the nomination of Jihad Azour, currently the director of the Middle
East and Central Asia Department at the International Monetary Fund.
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