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JERUSALEM: Hundreds of ultra-Orthodox Jews have blocked main roads in
Jerusalem to protest the arrest of a community member for refusing to
register for the country’s military service.
Demonstrators brought rush hour traffic to a standstill on Wednesday evening,
singing and chanting: “We will die and not be drafted.”
Israel has compulsory military service for most Jewish men. But politically
powerful ultra-Orthodox parties have secured exemptions for their followers,
and attempts to legislate a new draft law have repeatedly faltered.
The exemptions have bred resentment among members of Israel’s secular
majority.
Police and protesters wrangled in the streets and police said 24 protesters
were arrested.
A female pedestrian screamed at the crowds of protesters, calling their
disturbance “intolerable.”
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Syrian Arab tribes call for Turkish
intervention against Kurdish YPG
forces
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ANKARA: Some Arab tribes in Manbij have called for Turkish military
intervention in the northern Syrian town against the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG), Syrian sources told Arab News.
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The YPG’s call for compulsory enlistment was the last straw for prominent
Arab tribes such as the Baghara and Ghanaim, the sources said.
Other grievances include discrimination against local Arabs and their
displacement from some Arab-majority villages, the sources added.
Located 20 miles south of the Syrian-Turkish border, the population of
Kurdish-run Manbij is predominantly Arab. The town was captured by the
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) from Daesh.
The Bushban tribe expressed in a statement its
determination to liberate Manbij from Kurdish rule.
The Bani Said, Naim, Fennel, Popna, Aldamalkh,
Majadameh and Al-Bustalan tribes followed suit with
their own statements, as did a Turkmen tribe.
Mohammed Najouma, deputy head of the Stabilization
Committee in Aleppo governorate, which runs areas
captured from Daesh and the SDF, said the region will
not be stable until the YPG withdraws from Manbij.
“They’re carrying out raids, illegally arresting tribe members, assassinating
anyone who dares oppose their policies, and forcing people to join
demonstrations in favor of the YPG,” he told Arab News.
In line with a road map agreed by Turkey and the US, troops from both
countries began conducting joint patrols in Manbij from Nov. 1.
As part of the deal, the YPG, seen by Ankara as a terrorist group, is
expected to withdraw from the town, and a new governing council is expected
to be formed by local Arabs.
In June, the Popna tribe, the largest in Manbij, welcomed the road map and
expressed support for Turkish patrols in the area.
But Washington’s insistence on maintaining its partnership with the YPG
despite local opposition may shake regional balances and undermine the
already fragile implementation of the roadmap, experts told Arab News.
“Given the demographic characteristics of the region and the refusal of local
tribes to have the YPG in their areas, any partnership with it means ignoring
local and regional interests, and will lead to the escalation of tensions and
the return of extremism under different forms,” Najouma said.
Ammar Hamou, a Jordan-based Syrian journalist, said Arab tribes believe that
the YPG is a temporary authority, so siding with it out of fear will not
benefit them in the long run and may provoke tensions between them and other
Arab tribes.
The US partnership with the YPG will end as soon as the threat from Daesh is
completely eliminated, he added.
“We’ve witnessed civil disobedience and closure of shops in protest against
the YPG in Manbij,” Hamou told Arab News.
“Local opposition voices are becoming stronger, and this could be an excuse
for Ankara to enter Manbij as it did before in Afrin.”
Last week, Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu urged the US to
complete implementation of the road map for Manbij by the end of this year.
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CAIRO: Egyptian archaeologists have discovered eight mummies dating back over
2,300 years at a pyramid complex south of Cairo, authorities said Wednesday.
“The Egyptian archaeological mission working at the south eastern area of
King Amenemhat II’s pyramid in Dahshur Necropolis has uncovered a number of
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ancient burials with eight coffins,” the antiquities ministry said in a
statement.
The mummies, dating from the Late Period of ancient Egypt, are “covered with
a layer of painted cartonnage in the form of a human,” the statement said.
“Three of them are in good condition.”
Cartonnage, a material often consisting of a mixture of linen or papyrus and
plaster, was frequently used to cover mummies.
The ministry said it planned to eventually put the mummies and the limestone
sarcophagi they were found in on display at museums set to be built in the
resort hubs of Hurghada and Sharm el-Sheikh.
The Dahshur complex, some 30 kilometers (19 miles) south of Cairo, was a
major royal burial site that boasts the well-known “bent pyramid” of King
Snefru.
In April 2017, the remains of an Egyptian pyramid built around 3,700 year ago
were discovered at the complex.
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Security experts discuss terror threat
in Mideast, Africa at Lebanon
conference
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BEIRUT: “Why is terrorism becoming more widespread and complex?” That was the
question posed by Maj. Gen. Abbas Ibrahim, the general director of Lebanese
General Security, to security experts from a dozen African nations during a
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conference organized by the Lebanese General Security Directorate in Beirut
early this week.

The two-day event, titled “Defeat of Terrorism in the Region and its Impact
on Africa,” was attended by representatives of the security services in the
Congo, Burkina Faso, Zambia, Tunisia, Angola, Nigeria, Tanzania, Central
Africa, Cameroon, Togo, Niger and Benin, as well Lebanese officials and a
number of diplomats, including the ambassadors of Russia, Tunisia, Oman and
Egypt.

“There are more than 40 terrorist organizations and
groups” in Africa, according to Brig. Gen. Riad
Taha, the head of the conference’s organizing
committee.

“About 600,000 Lebanese are present in the African continent, and through our
work in the security services, we found out that there are terrorist networks
in Lebanon that have links with terrorist organizations in Africa,” he told
Arab News. “They are trying to infiltrate the communities of their countries,
in addition to the movement of armed terrorists to this continent in an
attempt to form a large arch linking the Middle East to the west coast of
Africa through the Horn of Africa in the east of the continent.”

Delegates at the conference discussed the direct and indirect causes of the
development of terrorism in the Middle East, the environment in which it
incubates, the circumstances surrounding the emergence of terrorist movements
and their aims, funding and directions. It also discussed the fall of Daesh
and the fate of members of terrorist movements.

“The international community is called upon to stop giving instructions
remotely and to move toward serious and equal engagement in the open battle
which, if we do not win, the whole world will lose, not just a single nation
or a single state,” said Maj. Gen. Ibrahim.

“The geographic location of the African countries helped transform their
lands into a backyard for many terrorist groups that have settled in northern
Africa. As they developed, they sought allies and followers in the east and
west coast of Africa. They transferred their ideas and tools to the whole
continent until terrorist groups, such as Boko Haram, Ansar Al-Din, Jihad and
Tawhid, Mujahideen Youth Movement, Ansar Al-Muslimeen, Ansar Al-Islam, and
the Lord’s Resistance Army, along with Daesh and Al-Qaeda, settled in it.”

He said that the spread of terrorism on the African continent was due to “the
qualitative change in the nature of the activities of terrorist groups, which
have come to transcend the borders of countries and continents, and the
success of these terrorist movements in employing the electronic industry in



the service of its terrorist purposes at the levels of recruitment, media,
electronic piracy and training.”

Maj. Gen. Ibrahim said the spread of terrorist groups to Africa was not
unconnected to “factors of political and economic marginalization and tribal
and ethnic conflicts in many African countries, which allowed the formation
of ‘hybrid terrorism’ as a result of tribal hegemony with organized crime,
and the intermingling of religious violence with tribal extremism.”

He said that “political will must be combined with the security
administration to combat terrorism,” and added: “Our information indicates
that terrorism, though weakened, has not faded and is still flexible. It is
still capable of arming itself, acquiring technologies, using electronic
platforms to recruit fighters and suicide bombers, planting extremist and
violent ideas and launching attacks with simple weapons that are easy to get,
including vehicle-ramming or individual attacks against commercial and
tourist gatherings, to inflict the largest number of casualties. These
operations are known as ‘lone wolf’ operations.”

He called for “the adoption of unified procedures for the exchange of
intelligence, data, experiences and knowledge to achieve security and
stability.”

Lebanese academic Jinane El-Khoury focused on “the transformation of
terrorism from traditional terrorism to classic terrorism, then ballistic
terrorism and recently to cyberterrorism.” She drew a distinction between
“those who carry out terrorism and those who finance them; they are usually
organized criminal groups, and the funding for that is the proceeds of cross-
border crimes.”

She said “there is no single objective definition of terrorism” and talked
about “the adoption of terrorism as a way to solve disputes and political
differences.” She noted that “terrorism might also be financed in a
legitimate way” and that “the Boko Haram group is on Twitter now and is being
followed by thousands.”

El-Khoury also spoke about the use of “electronic means by terrorist groups,
providing them with recruitment platforms, identifying potential targets,
postal cooperation, collecting donations and destroying websites.”

Judge Jean Fahed, the head of Lebanon’s Higher Judicial Council, discussed
the experiences of the Lebanese judiciary with terrorism and the development
of legislation to confront it since 1923.

“Terrorist acts were carried out by conventional means and developed into
proactive actions,” he said. Fahed revealed that 577 terrorism cases were
presented to the Lebanese judiciary in 2017, compared with 27 in 2007. He
pointed out that terrorists on trial refuse to hire lawyers to defend them,
prolonging the legal process in the hope of taking advantage of a general
amnesty. He also stressed that laws must be enacted to help protect
witnesses.



Malik Al-Asta, a Lebanese banker, explained the ways in which banks can help
to combat terrorism by preventing the spread of funding for terrorist acts
and money laundering. As a result, he said, “charities are classified by
banks as ‘highly risky’ clients until proven otherwise.”

The audience at the event raised many questions for the speakers. Some
stressed the need to strike a balance in protecting human rights while
fighting terrorism, while others asked about websites in the “deep web” which
are not blocked despite being very dangerous, while more public sites in the
“surface web” are pursued and blocked. The danger posed by the “dark web” was
also stressed because “no one knows what is in it.”

Internal cohesion is a necessity to prevent the disintegration of states,
said Masoud Al-Dahir, a professor of history at the Lebanese University.

“We may have entered into the era of barbaric globalization, because the
element of power and domination is overwhelming,” he told Arab News. “There
are countries that are able to protect themselves, while other countries have
their economies and systems destroyed.

“In today’s world, there is no independent state or nation capable of
confronting huge financial monopolies. The middle class has declined all over
the world, except for internally cohesive countries.”

Al-Dahir said there he is unaware of any example in history of anything
similar to what is happening now.

“In the past, the system of values ruled people,” he said. “Today, it is
governed by the law of the jungle. Production is no longer competing with
production. Where are the ideas of the French Revolution and sustainable
development?

“In the past, big tribes used to protect smaller tribes. Nowadays, powerful
states eat the weaker ones. Unless active forces move to stop the bullying,
and unless we are united internally, we will proceed in the way of
international disintegration, and terrorism will hit a different country
every day.”
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Houthis use civilians as human shields
in Hodeidah — Yemen prime minister
Wed, 2018-11-28 13:31

DUBAI: Houthi militias are using civilians as human shields in Hodeidah,
Prime Minister Maeen Abdulmalik Saeed told the UN humanitarian coordinator in
Yemen during their meeting on Tuesday.

“The Iranian-backed Houthi militia controls the city, takes civilians as
human shields, deprives them of humanitarian aid and sells it in the market
for their personal gain and to finance their wars,” the Yemeni prime minister
said.

At the meeting in the interim capital of Aden with Lise Grande, the prime
minister discussed the efforts and projects of the United Nations in Yemen
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during the last period and the situation in Hodeidah.

He urged the UN and international organizations to provide more assistance to
those affected in Yemen, suffering from the humanitarian crisis that has
resulted from the war being waged by the militia against Yemeni people.

The prime minister urged aid organizations to open their offices in the Aden
to ensure delivery of projects and supplies to Yemenis affected by the war in
all areas.

Meanwhile, Yemeni Minister of Endowments and Guidance, Ahmad Attiya said that
reinstating political leadership to the internationally recognized government
and liberating Hodeidah from the Houthis was inevitable.

“The Houthi militias do not believe in peace and co-existence because they
are a militia that receives its guidance from Iran and is trying to change
the identity of Yemen and extract it from its Arab surroundings,” he said at
a lecture given at the University of Saba in the Yemeni province of Marib.

Attiya claimed that the Houthi militias manipulate young people and recruit
them into their wars, violating international human rights laws. 

Main category: 
Middle-East
Tags: 
Yemen
Houthis

http://www.arabnews.com/middleeast
http://www.arabnews.com/tags/yemen
http://www.arabnews.com/tags/houthis


Suspected US drone strike kills 6 Al-Qaeda fighters in YemenYemeni human
rights minister urges UN to help uncover Houthi war crimes


