
Explosion hits ‘military zone’ in
Damascus: state media
Sat, 2019-06-15 18:51

DAMASCUS: An explosion hit a military zone in the Syrian capital Damascus on
Saturday, state media reported.
“The blast heard in Damascus is a result of an explosion in a military zone
in Mashrou Dummar”, a western suburb, state news agency SANA said.
The source of the explosion was not immediately clear.
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Not including regional states in Iran
deal was a mistake: UAE FM
Sat, 2019-06-15 14:53

The United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister, Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, said
on Saturday that lack of regional participation in the Iran nuclear deal was
a mistake, UAE state news agency WAM reported. 

“The P5+1 deal had two major flaws. The first being the lack of involvement
with regional countries during the dialogue process,” the foreign minister
said, referring to the nuclear deal, during a press conference in the
Bulgarian capital, Sofia.

“The second, not containing Iran’s ballistic missiles capabilities, and its
interference in the internal affairs of neighbouring countries,” he added.

The UAE minister asserted that stability in the region would only be attained
when regional powers work together.    

“Our region is the main energy supplier to the world; our safety and security
is key to ensuring prosperity and stability for all,” he affirmed, stressing
that the region has many resources such oil that the world needs.

“We want the flow of said resources to remain safe, and to ensure the
stability of the global economy,” he said.

The minister’s comments came following tension in the region over the recent
attacks in the Gulf of Oman. International powers, including the United
States and the United Kingdom blamed Iran for attacking oil tankers near the
strategic Strait of Hormuz.

Last month, four oil tankers were also attacked off the coast of Fujairah.
The UAE foreign minister said the attacks were caused by underwater
explosions, utilising sophisticated technology.

“These capabilities are not present in illegal non-state actors or groups.
These are disciplined processes carried out by a state. However, until now,
there is insufficient evidence to point to a particular country,” he said.

He went on to note that the area in which the incidents took place has vital
economic and geopolitical significance and that interruptions like the four
attacks can lead to impeding the global supply of oil.

The foreign minister explained that there were some 184 oil and shipping
vessels, among others, in the area where the first attacks took place last
month.

“This was a real threat to global maritime shipping,” He warned.

“We must work together to spare the region from escalation, and give the
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voice of wisdom a chance,” he reiterated.
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UK-Iranian begins fresh hunger strike
in Tehran jail
Author: 
AFP
ID: 
1560594980522695900
Sat, 2019-06-15 10:27

LONDON: A British-Iranian mother being held in a Tehran prison on sedition
charges has begun another hunger strike in protest at her detention, her
husband said Saturday.
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Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, 40, is refusing food as she marks her daughter’s
fifth birthday, Richard Ratcliffe said in a statement.
His wife was arrested in April 2016 as she was leaving Iran after taking
their infant daughter to visit her family. She was sentenced to five years
for allegedly trying to topple the Iranian government.
“She had informed the judiciary that she has begun a new hunger strike (she
will drink water) — to protest at her continuing unfair imprisonment,” he
said.
“This is something she had been threatening for a while. Nazanin had vowed
that if we passed Gabriella’s fifth birthday with her still inside, then she
would do something — to mark to both governments — that enough is enough.
This really has gone on too long.”
A project manager with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, the media group’s
philanthropic arm, she denies all charges.
She previously went on hunger strike in January.
“Her demand from the strike, she said, is for unconditional release. She has
long been eligible for it,” said Ratcliffe.
“I do not know the response from the Iranian authorities.”
He urged the Iranian authorities to release her immediately, for the British
embassy to be allowed to check on her health, and, if she is not released
within the coming weeks, for him to be granted a visa to visit her.
Last month, London changed its travel advice for British-Iranian dual
nationals, warning them against all travel to Iran, citing Zaghari-
Ratcliffe’s case.
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Saudi-led Arab coalition targets
Houthi sites in Sanaa
Author: 
Sat, 2019-06-15 13:08

The Saudi-led coalition targeted Houthi military sites in Sanaa on Saturday,
including the militia’s air defense systems, Al Arabiya reported.

The spokesperson of the coalition, Col. Turki Al-Maliki the operation aimed
to destroy the Houthi militia’s threat to regional and international
security.

Al-Maliki affirmed that the targeting process was consistent with
international humanitarian law, asserting that all preventive measures were
taken to protect civilians.

He said that civilians were warned not to approach the target sites in the
Yemeni capital, Sanaa.

The operation came just days after Saudi Arabia’s air defense forces shot
down five drones launched by Houthi militia towards the southern border
region of Asir.

Col. Al-Maliki said the drones were targeted at Abha International Airport
and the city of Khamis Mushayt on Thursday night.
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Tremors across Jordan as Trump plan
revives old fears
Sat, 2019-06-15 00:08

AMMAN: Jordan’s King Abdullah reacts angrily to any suggestion that he might
accept a US deal to end the Arab-Israeli conflict that would make his country
a homeland for Palestinians.

Speaking to the armed forces in March, he rejected the idea of Jordan as an
alternative state for Palestinians, saying: “Don’t we have a voice in the
end?”

Already facing economic discontent at home, Abdullah must navigate diplomatic
moves by his US allies that are upturning a regional status-quo.
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After Israel’s creation in 1948 Jordan absorbed more Palestinians than any
other country, with some estimates that they now account for more than half
the population.

Any changes to the international consensus on a two-state solution for Israel
and Palestine, and Palestinian refugees’ right of return to what is now
Israel and the Palestinian territories, long buttressed by US policy,
therefore reverberate harder in Jordan than anywhere else.

HIGhLIGHTS

• ‘Deal of the Century’ challenges Jordan’s internal balance.

• Many Jordanians reject leaked details of plan.

• Some Jordanians hope deal could bring prosperity.

US President Donald Trump’s long-promised “Deal of the Century” to resolve
the conflict is still secret, though leaked details suggest it dumps the idea
of a full Palestinian state in favor of limited self-rule in part of the
Occupied Territories, which would undermine Palestinians’ right to return.

It envisages an expansion of Gaza into part of northern Egypt, under Egyptian
control, with Palestinians also having a smaller share of the West Bank and
some areas on the outskirts of Jerusalem and no control over their borders,
the leaks say.

Jordanian fears about what the plan portends for the region, for their
Palestinian citizens, and for the politics of their own country, have been
aggravated by Trump’s readiness to upturn US policy.

American officials deny contemplating making Jordan a Palestinian homeland,
pushing it to take a role in governing parts of the West Bank or challenging
the right of King Abdullah’s dynasty to custodianship of Jerusalem’s holy
sites.

Disturbing signals

But Trump’s approach to the issue, and recent statements by his ambassador to
Israel that it had a right to annex some of the West Bank have done little to
assuage Jordanian concerns.

Few subjects in Jordan are more politically charged than the role, presence
and future there of Palestinians. The issue is so sensitive that the
government publishes no data on how many of its 8 million citizens are also
of Palestinian descent, though a recent US congressional report put it at
more than half.

Despite the US denials, Jordanians fear that Trump is returning to an old
Israeli theme: That Jordan is Palestine and that is where the Palestinians of



the West Bank should go.

It could not have come at a worse time for the 57-year-old Abdullah, whose
country is facing economic challenges that led to protests and a change of
government last year.

While many Palestinians are integrated in Jordan, and many descendants of
refugees have never set foot in their original homeland, some native
Jordanians have never acknowledged that they will stay permanently.

They fear Trump’s plan could alter the demography and politics of a nation
shaped by the presence of Palestinians, who hold full citizenship but are
marginalized and seen as a political threat by some people of Jordanian
descent.

But Abdullah’s decision that Jordan should attend an economic conference
showed that despite mounting alarm at home, Amman cannot ignore pressure from
richer, more powerful allies in the West and the Gulf.

Internal worries

Maintaining unity between citizens of Jordanian and Palestinian descent has
been critical to the ruling family’s role as a unifying force in a country
where tribal and clan loyalties hold sway.

The king is already facing anger from the “Herak” opposition, drawn from
Jordanians of native descent, who say Trump’s plans will tear apart a state
patronage system that has cemented their own loyalty to the monarchy.

Retired army officers have held small weekly protests in opposition to a
deal.

“No to eroding our national identity and dismantling the state,” said Saad
Alaween, a prominent Herak dissident, referring to the deal.

Some warn the monarch not to accept a plan that could give their compatriots
of Palestinian origin more political rights in an electoral system tilted in
favor of native Jordanians.

Rumours that the plan could lead to Jordan taking in Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon and Syria, or that it would merge with a rump of Palestinian
territory in bits of the West Bank, have also led to alarm.

In a sign of his concerns, the king has even met lawmakers from the once
outcast movement in an attempt, say officials, to win the backing of the
largest opposition grouping with support in large cities and Palestinian
camps.

“Trump wants to buy and sell Jordan and create a new regime. We are behind
the king in opposing this,” said Muraed Al-Adaylah, head of the Islamic
Action Front, the political arm of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Abdullah also inspired a shake-up in the intelligence establishment — long



seen as a guardian of Jordan’s stability — to solidify the internal front and
mitigate any fallout from the deal in the months to come, insiders say.

In the army — whose loyalty to the crown is deeply meshed with Jordanian
national identity — there are also signs of concern.

“Jordan is a country that has sovereignty and history, and will say its word
at the right moment,” said General Mahmoud Al-Friehat, the army’s chief of
staff.

Foreign pressure

Jordan’s long-term strategic and economic policy is based on close relations
with the West and the Gulf — an approach that underlay its decision to make
peace with Israel in 1994.

Abdullah has made repeated visits to Washington, where officials say he was
not told details of the White House plan.

That has only accentuated the sense of alarm among a political establishment
that sees a day of reckoning coming with Trump’s deal, two officials and a
politician said.

The royal palace has pointed to demonstrations in dozens of rural towns and
cities as a message to Washington that it cannot impose a solution that
permanently settles Palestinians in Jordan against its will.

Jordan has traditionally turned to monarchies in the Gulf to shore up its
economy. However, their focus has shifted to their rivalry with Iran, cutting
financial support and leaving Jordan more exposed than ever.

“Our Gulf allies are too beholden to Washington … to extend the level of
support that can help us withstand the growing pressures,” said a senior
official.

Although Jordan will join the conference to roll out the economic parts of
Trump’s plan, it will deliver a message there that no cash offers can replace
a political solution to end Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, officials
say.

Still, some think economically challenged Jordan could profit from any plan
that promises billions in aid and project finance.

Some businessmen have already positioned themselves to benefit and this month
a prominent MP, Fawaz Al-Zubi, said Jordanians should be open-minded about
anything they could gain from it.

In the camps where 2.2 million of Jordan’s registered refugees live, bitter
realism seems to prevail.

Ibrahim Anabtawi, a second-generation refugee with six children, said that
like others in the camp he had dug up old United Nations ration cards to
prove their rights in case any new deal offered compensation.



“I won’t forget I am a Palestinian or give up the right of return,” said
Anabtawi. But he added: “I have been persecuted all this time and no one
stood by us. I now want anything that this deal and Trump offers.”
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