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GAROWE, Somalia: The president of Jubbaland, a Somali region critical to East
Africa’s fight against Al-Shabab militants, won a new term on Thursday, amid
a growing rift between the federal government and its semi-autonomous states.
The contest has stoked tensions between Kenya and Ethiopia, longtime allies
who both have large contingents of peacekeepers in the country and see
Jubbaland as a buffer zone against Islamist attacks in their own countries.
Kenya supports the victor, Ahmed Mohamed Madobe, while Ethiopia has grown
increasingly close to the federal government in Mogadishu.
Madobe won 56 of the 74 votes cast in the regional parliament, parliamentary
speaker Cabdi Maxamed Abdirahmaan said.
“I am ready to sit and speak with all people, including the opposition. I
will speak and work with anyone who has a complaint,” Madobe told parliament
after the vote.
There was no immediate reaction from the central government.
Mogadishu said on Saturday it would not recognize the result, saying the
candidate selection process had been unconstitutional.
It has accused Madobe of interfering in the process and has backed opposition
candidates, who were rejected by the electoral commission when they attempted
to register.
Jubbaland is seen as the breadbasket of Somalia and the capital Kismayo is a
strategically important port. Its shoreline delineates a hotly contested
maritime zone claimed by both Somalia and Kenya with potential oil and gas
deposits.
Madobe ousted Shabab from Kismayo in 2012 with the help of Kenyan forces,
took power and was first elected in 2015.
Hundreds of people gathered in the streets of the capital Kismayo after the
result was announced, chanting “long live Ahmed Madobe” and waving his
picture.
The barred opposition candidates said they held their own vote in Kismayo on
Thursday, electing Abdirashid Mohamed Hidig.
The impact of the parallel vote was not clear.
Jubbaland is the third of the country’s seven semi-autonomous regions to hold
presidential elections before next year’s national vote.
And while analysts say that President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo must exert
greater control over Jubbaland and the other regions ahead of a next year’s
national vote, they also expect the federal government to grudgingly accept
Thursday’s result, despite earlier fears that the contest could spark
violence.
“They will have to live with (Madobe),” said Hussein Sheikh-Ali, a former
national security adviser and founder of the Mogadishu-based think tank
Hiraal Institute.
Shabab controls swathes of territory and towns in Jubbaland and analysts say
it may exploit the spat over the election.
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The militants, who want to overthrow the Somali government, have killed
hundreds of civilians across East Africa and thousands of Somalis in a
decade-long insurgency.
Somalia has been trying to claw its way out of the embers of the civil war
that engulfed it in 1991, when clan warlords overthrew a dictator and then
turned on each other.
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Hamdok, UN economist turned Sudanese
premier
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KHARTOUM: Sudan’s new prime minister, Abdalla Hamdok, is a seasoned economist
who faces the daunting task of rescuing his country’s moribund economy.
Hamdok built a career in continental and international organizations, most
recently as deputy executive secretary of the UN’s Economic Commission for
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Africa in Addis Ababa.
He was welcomed off the plane Wednesday by two civilian members of the new
Sovereign Council that was sworn in hours earlier and will oversee his
government’s work.
The joint civilian-military council replaced the transitional military
council that took charge in April when Islamist general Omar Al-Bashir was
forced from power by relentless street protests.
The Sudanese people’s main expectation of Hamdok will be tangible solutions
to the dire economic crisis Bashir’s rule and the last few months of
political turmoil have caused.
“With the right vision, with the right policies, we will be able to address
this economic crisis,” he told reporters after taking the oath on Wednesday.
He vowed to devise an urgent recovery program addressing the shortages of
basic commodities that have plagued Sudan and its 40 million inhabitants
recently.
The protests that eventually ended Bashir’s 30-year rule were ignited in
December last year by the tripling of bread prices.
In the longer term, Hamdok emphasised the need to improve productivity and
rebuild a banking sector he said had all but collapsed.
His credentials as an economist seem solid, as was abundantly documented in
the official biography distributed to media during his oath-taking ceremony.
The text stressed Hamdok is “highly credible among African finance and
development institutions, the International Monetary Fund and the Paris Club”
of creditor countries.
Hamdok worked for the African Development and Trade Bank and is credited with
shaping some of the policies that spurred Ethiopia’s rapid economic growth
under the late prime minister Meles Zenawi.
Greeted as the savior of Sudan’s economy, the greying, moustachioed
technocrat was all smiles when he took questions from journalists on his
first day on the job.
While he was outside Sudan and not directly involved in the protest movement
that terminated Bashir’s rule, Hamdok’s appointment appeared to be well
received by the population.
“He has the skills we need the most at the moment,” said Sumaila Ibrahim, a
21-year-old student at Khartoum University.
Hamdok is also an alumnus, having completed a degree in agricultural
economics in the capital before moving to Manchester in the United Kingdom
for his masters.
Besides his credentials as an economist, Hamdok has carved an image as a
champion of transparency and good governance in the course of his rich career
in African organizations.
He sat on the board of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, which was founded by the
eponymous Sudanese-British billionaire to promote good governance and
leadership in Africa.
Last year he turned down an offer by Bashir to become finance minister as
part of a government reshuffle.
As the head of Sudan’s future government, which according to a roadmap laid
out by protest leaders and generals is to be formed by August 28, Hamdok is
not only in charge of the economy however.
He will need to draw on his experience in his various African peace-building
initiatives to bring an end to deadly conflicts in Sudan’s regions of Darfur,



Kordofan and Blue Nile.
This is where the co-existence between generals who all rose to their
positions in Bashir’s wings and the civilians in the transition’s new
institutions could be most tested.
Hamdok was born in 1958 in the state of South Kordofan, which found itself on
Sudan’s southern border when South Sudan became independent in 2011, after
decades of war with the north.
His own native village is now in a war zone and Hamdok will be keen to push
for a resolution of Sudan’s civil conflicts, but he has his work cut out
reconciling the military with the rebels.
US Congressman Jim McGovern, a keen observer of Sudanese affairs and vocal
critic of Bashir’s Islamist regime, highlighted that pitfall in a statement
on Wednesday.
“I look forward with hope to a transitional period that places the rights and
aspirations of the Sudanese people front and center,” the Democrat said.
“I have grave concerns, however, about whether military and political
officials associated with the former regime will prove trustworthy partners
given their history of violence, repression, corruption and bad faith,” he
warned.
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UN resumes Sanaa aid distribution
halted after Houthi thefts
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Wed, 2019-08-21 23:43

SANAA: The World Food Programme (WFP) on Wednesday resumed distributing food
in Yemen’s capital Sanaa after a two-month stoppage.

The halt in aid came after UN officials found the Houthis were diverting food
away from those who desperately needed it. 

Dozens of people gathered at a distribution centre in Sanaa to be given
flour, vegetable oil, pulses, salt and sugar.

“We are relieved. Thank God. All we can do is praise God,” said one
recipient, Um Ahmed.

Food distribution for 850,000 people had resumed after the WFP was allowed to
“introduce the key accountability measures”, its spokeswoman Annabel
Symington told Reuters.

When the agreement with Houthi authorities was reached in early August, the
WFP said a biometric registration process would be introduced for 9 million
people living in areas under Houthi control.

The system – using iris scanning, fingerprints or facial recognition – is
already used in areas controlled by the Saudi-backed government that holds
the southern port city of Aden and some western coastal towns.

Meanwhile, the UN Wednesday warned that 22 “life-saving” aid programs will be
forced to close in Yemen in the next two months if countries do not pay more
than $1 billion in funding that they pledged earlier this year.

In February countries pledged $2.6 billion to help, but UN humanitarian
coordinator for Yemen, Lise Grande, said less than half that had been paid.

The UN said that of 34 key aid programs only three were funded for the year
and 22 “life-saving” programs will need to close in the next two months.
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Jerusalem demolishes Palestinian home
built without permit
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Wed, 2019-08-21 23:05

JERUSALEM: Jerusalem’s municipality has carried out the court-ordered
demolition of what it said was an illegally built Palestinian home in the
city’s eastern sector.
Owner Ibrahim Ragbe says the home was constructed 15 years ago without a
permit and that he was trying to get it licensed. He said 13 people lived in
the house.
Dozens of police officers secured the single-story home on Wednesday as an
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excavator tore it down.
Jerusalem’s Palestinian population has long complained that it faces
discriminatory housing policies that favor Jews. They say it is virtually
impossible to get a building permit and have no choice but to build without
them.
The municipality says zoning issues prompted the demolition. It says it is
addressing a housing crunch in the city’s Arab neighborhoods with new master
plans.
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JERUSALEM: Palestinians in the Gaza Strip fired a rocket at southern Israel
late Wednesday, the fifth in the past six days, the Israeli army said in a
statement.
It did not report any casualities or damage or say where the rocket hit, but
Israeli media said it had been tracked as heading for open ground and alarms
were therefore not sounded in built-up areas.
The army said three rockets were launched from Hamas-ruled Gaza on Saturday
night and one was fired late Friday.
There were no casualties in any of the attacks or in the retaliatory Israeli
air strikes on Gaza which followed.
They were among a series of incidents along the Gaza border since the start
of the month.
On Sunday the Palestinian health ministry said three Palestinians were killed
by Israeli soldiers overnight in the northern Gaza Strip.
The Israeli army had said earlier that an attack helicopter and tank fired at
“a number of armed suspects adjacent to the (border) fence in the northern
Gaza Strip.”
A week ago, a Palestinian shot at Israeli soldiers along the frontier and was
killed when troops returned fire, the army and Hamas’s health ministry said.
A day earlier, Israel’s army said its troops shot dead four heavily armed
Palestinians on the border, adding one had managed to cross and throw a
grenade at soldiers.
On August 1, a Palestinian seeking to avenge his brother’s death by Israeli
fire entered Israel from Gaza and opened fire on soldiers, the army said.
Three Israeli soldiers were wounded and the Palestinian was killed, the army
said.
Regular protests and clashes erupted along the border of the blockaded Gaza
Strip in March 2018.
At least 305 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire in Gaza since
then, the majority during demonstrations and clashes.
Seven Israelis have also been killed in Gaza-related violence over the same
period.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is widely seen as wanting to avoid
an escalation in the Gaza Strip before September 17 elections, but he also
faces heavy political pressure to respond firmly.
Israel and Palestinians in Gaza, including Hamas, have fought three wars
since 2008.
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