Egypt sentences 11 Islamist leaders to
life for spying
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CAIRO: An Egyptian court has sentenced 11 Muslim Brotherhood leaders to life
in prison on charges of espionage with the Palestinian militant group Hamas.
Among those sentenced by the Cairo criminal court was the Brotherhood’s head,
Mohammed Badie.

This is the latest of several sentences against Badie, who received a life
sentence last week on charges related to mass prison breaks during the 2011
uprising.

Charges were also dropped Wednesday against the late former president,
Mohammed Morsi, who collapsed and died in June during a court session on the
case.

Morsi, a senior Brotherhood figure, became Egypt’s first freely-elected
president in 2012. The military overthrew Morsi in 2013 amid massive protests
against his brief rule.

Authorities have since branded the Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist
organization and arrested thousands of its members.
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Hungary to appoint Syria diplomat in
thawing of ties
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BUDAPEST: Hungary is planning to appoint a diplomat to carry out “consular
duties” in Damascus next year, the first time an EU member state is to
upgrade its diplomatic presence in Syria since the start of the war.
“Starting next year, Hungary will delegate a diplomat who will occasionally
visit Syria to make follow ups on humanitarian support and to conduct


https://www.arabnews.com/middleeast
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/muslim-brotherhood
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1553061/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1553061/middle-east

consular duties,” Hungary’s foreign ministry said in a statement to AFP on
Wednesday.

The ministry said Budapest provides humanitarian aid for Christians in the
Middle East, including in Syria, while a “considerable number” of Syrian
students study in Hungary on scholarships.

Only the Czech Republic still has an embassy in Damascus, while other EU
countries, the US and Canada are among those which have closed their
missions, breaking off relations with the regime of President Bashar Assad.
Romania technically still has an embassy in Syria, but the ambassador is
based in Beirut. Bulgaria has a charge d’affaires.

EU countries have in the past sent envoys to Syria, but not for consular
purposes, with their duties limited to talks on aid and policy.

Syria’s conflict flared in 2011 with anti-government demonstrations that
sparked a brutal regime crackdown. Since then, 370,000 people have been
killed and millions displaced.

A source close to the Hungarian government told AFP that Budapest was
considering engaging Assad to better help Christians, as well as “be ahead
of” other EU countries possibly re-opening ties for economic opportunities.
“Many people in (the ruling party) Fidesz and in the government think that
the question of engaging Assad is not a question of if, but when it is going
to happen,” he said.

Led by nationalist Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Hungary has often been at
loggerheads with other EU members and the EU itself on what Orban calls its
pro-immigration stance and other issues.
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Netanyahu quits Israel election rally
as rocket alert sounds
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JERUSALEM: Sirens warning of rocket fire from Gaza cut short an election
rally by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the southern city of
Ashkelon late Tuesday, public television reported.

KAN 11 broadcast footage of Netanyahu'’s security detail closing in around him
as he was speaking from the podium.

One of them whispered in his ear before the premier raised a hand in farewell
and was hustled from the building.

The Israel army said in a brief statement that sirens had sounded in Ashkelon
and the port city of Ashdod, but it did not elaborate.

There were no immediate reports of rockets falling in any urban area.

The incident came less than three hours after Netanyahu pledged to annex the
Jordan Valley in the occupied West Bank if re-elected in September 17 polls.
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US announces fresh sanctions on
Iranian guards, Daesh and Hamas

Tue, 2019-09-10 20:34

WASHINGTON: The United States said it was imposing sanctions on a “wide range
of terrorists and their supporters,” including the Palestinian group Hamas
and Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, on Tuesday, on the eve of the
18th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks.

The sanctions targeted 15 leaders, individuals and entities affiliated with
groups including Hamas, Al-Qaeda, Daesh and Iran’s IRGC, the US Treasury
Department said in a statement.

More to follow
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US drops 40 tons of bombs on Daesh-
'infested’ island in Iraq
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BAGHDAD: The US-led coalition says American warplanes have dropped 36,000
kilograms (40 tons) of bombs on an Island in the Tigris River “infested” with
members of the Daesh group.

The coalition said F15 and F35 warplanes took part in the bombing on Qanus
Island in the central province of Salaheddine, north of the capital Baghdad.
Tuesday'’s attack is part of operations carried out by Iraqi forces and the
US-led coalition against Daesh, which was defeated in Iraq in 2017.
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Daesh sleeper cells have since carried out deadly bombings in Iraq.

Daesh controlled large swathes of Syria and Iraq where they declared a
caliphate in 2014.

A video released by the military showed massive explosions creating mushroom
clouds billowing from the island that appeared to have been subjected to
carpet bombing.
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