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GAZA CITY: Palestine has announced seven cases of coronavirus in the city of
Bethlehem, in the south of the West Bank, and has declared a state of
emergency in the cities of Bethlehem and Jericho.

Local websites reported that four people were infected with the virus in a
hotel in the Beit Jala area of Bethlehem. Ministry of Health spokesman,
Tareef Ashour, said: “We took samples from Polish and American foreigners,
and samples from 21 workers in a hotel.

“Most of the tests are negative, but there are suspicious cases and we have
transferred some samples for examination to Israeli labs in order to make
sure of the infection,” he added.

Palestinian Minister of Health May Kila told a news conference in Bethlehem
on Thursday that the results would be released in the coming hours, and that
the ministry was in continuous communication with Tel HaShomer Hospital in
Israel.

Following that announcement, the Ministry of Health declared a series of
measures calling for the closure of educational institutions, mosques and
churches in Bethlehem for two weeks.

The Football Federation announced the suspension of sports matches in a
number of Palestinian cities in the West Bank, in a move to prevent mass
gatherings.

The Federation of Churches also announced the closure of the Church of the
Nativity in the city until further notice on the advice of the Ministry of
Health, and the Palestinian Waqfs Ministry announced the cancelation of
Friday prayers in Bethlehem’s 27 mosques.

Among the measures announced Wednesday by the Palestinian Health Ministry
were increasing examinations at the crossing between the West Bank and
Jordan, where one case has been announced so far. 

Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip, has adopted a similar approach for those
crossing from Egypt into the Palestinian enclave. All those return from high
risk countries will be required to enter self-isolation for 14 days.

The Palestinian Authority also announced the prohibition of gatherings of
more than 1,000 people in open areas, more than 50 people in one closed place
and the postponing of international conferences scheduled to take place in
the Palestinian Territories

In addition, the ministry said Palestinian officials would be prohibited from
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flying overseas and all military courses abroad were suspended until further
notice.

The Ministry of Health called on Palestinians not to panic, adding the
measures taken followed international measures to prevent the spread of the
virus

The owner of a hotel in Bethlehem told Arab News that the reservations of 50
rooms were canceled for delegations that were expected to arrive in the city
on Thursday, due to an order by Ministry of Tourism.

The Jerusalem Waqfs Department called on worshippers coming to pray at Al-
Aqsa Mosque to follow safety procedures and maintain hygiene, while it did
not announce the cancelation of Friday prayers.

In Israel, the Ministry of Health has announced 15 cases of coronavirus
infection, most of them Israelis returning from abroad, and has imposed
strict measures to prevent the spread of the virus, including quarantining
tens of thousands and stopping flights to and from 13 affected countries.
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Greece blocks 35,000 migrants, plans
to deport arrivals after March 1
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Fri, 2020-03-06 02:33

KASTANIES, Greece: Greece has repulsed nearly 35,000 migrants trying to cross
onto its territory illegally since Turkey opened its border nearly a week
ago, government sources said on Thursday, as it prepares to deport hundreds
of others who made it through.

Thousands of migrants have made for Greece since Ankara said on Feb. 28 that
it would let migrants cross its borders into Europe, reneging on a commitment
to hold them on its territory under a 2016 deal with the EU.

Hundreds have made it into Greece, many by sea to Lesbos and other Greek
islands. Ankara and Athens are accusing each other of using excessive force
in the border area, where migrants have clashed with security forces in
recent days.

The situation at the Kastanies border crossing, where Greek and Turkish riot
police both used tear gas on Wednesday, was calm on Thursday morning. 

HIGHLIGHTS

• Greece says will deport recently arrived migrants.

• Migrants huddled in tents and makeshift camps on the Turkish side of the
border.

• Turkey accuses Greece of rights abuses, prepares lawsuit.

Migrants huddled in tents and makeshift camps on the Turkish side of the
border.

Greek border guards rebuffed nearly 7,000 attempts in the last 24 hours
alone, taking the total since Feb. 29 to 34,778 and the number of arrests of
those who got through to 244, the Greek government sources said.

Migrants who arrived in Greece illegally after March 1 will be transferred to
the northern city of Serres and deported back to their own countries, Greek
Migration Minister Notis Mitarachi said late on Wednesday.

“Our aim is to return them to their countries,” he told the Athens News
Agency.
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Criticism

Mitarachi also said migrants who entered the country prior to Jan. 1, 2019
and living on the islands would be transferred to the mainland in the coming
days.

Greece announced on March 1 that it would not accept any new asylum
applications for a month following the buildup of migrants at the border.
This has triggered criticism from human rights agencies.

Turkey accused Greek forces of shooting dead one migrant and wounding five
others, a charge strongly denied by Greece, which said Turkish police were
using tear gas to help the migrants illegally cross onto its territory.

Turkish Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu, who visited the land border with
Greece on Thursday, said late on Wednesday that Ankara was preparing a case
in the European Court of Human Rights over Greece’s treatment of migrants.

Turkey’s change in policy toward the migrants on its soil came after at least
33 Turkish soldiers were killed by Russian-backed Syrian government forces in
an airstrike in Syria.

The Aegean Sea separating Greece and Turkey remained choppy on Thursday and
there were no further sightings of dinghies carrying migrants to Lesbos and
other Greek islands from the nearby Turkish coast.

Lesbos already hosts more than 20,000 asylum seekers, many of them living in
filthy conditions in overcrowded camps.

Greece and the EU accuse Turkey of deliberately goading the migrants to cross
the border as  a way of pressuring Brussels into offering more money or
supporting Ankara’s geopolitical aims in the Syrian conflict.

Turkey, which already hosts 3.6 million Syrian refugees and faces another
influx from an upsurge in fighting in northwest Syria, says it cannot take in
any more and complains that EU aid falls well short of what is needed for the
refugees.
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Pompeo says Iran must be held
accountable on nuclear commitments
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Fri, 2020-03-06 02:34

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Thursday called on all
nations to hold Iran accountable for its nuclear commitments and said
Tehran’s failure to report nuclear material was a clear violation of
safeguard agreements.
The International Atomic Energy Agency, which is policing Iran’s troubled
nuclear deal with major powers, sounded an alarm on Tuesday over a lack of
Iranian cooperation in clearing up what the IAEA suspects are undeclared
activities and materials dating back to the early 2000s.
Iran on Thursday stood by its decision to deny UN nuclear inspectors access
to sites where they have questions about past activities, arguing that the
agency’s case is based on “fabricated” Israeli intelligence.
Pompeo told a State Department news conference that all nations must hold
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Iran accountable under the global nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
which has been the foundation of global nuclear arms control since the Cold
War.
“Iran’s intentional failure to declare such nuclear material, as reported by
the IAEA this week, would constitute a clear violation of its safeguards
agreements required by the NPT,” Pompeo said.
“The regime must immediately cooperate with the IAEA and fully comply with
its IAEA safeguards obligations. All nations must hold Iran accountable to
its commitments, otherwise, the NPT isn’t worth the paper that is written
on.”
Iran warned in January it would withdraw from the NPT if European nations
referred Iran to the UN Security Council over its alleged violations of a
2015 nuclear deal with world powers.
Under that deal, Tehran agreed to curb its nuclear activities in exchange for
the lifting of most international sanctions, but the United States withdrew
from the deal in 2018 and reimposed economic sanctions on Iran. 
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Egypt reopens its oldest pyramid
after 14-year restoration
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Fri, 2020-03-06 00:46

CAIRO: Egypt on Thursday reopened Djoser’s Step Pyramid, the first pyramid
ever built, after a 14-year restoration costing nearly $6.6 million.

The pyramid, a UNESCO world heritage site, was constructed 4700 years ago
during the era of Pharaoh Djoser, one of Ancient Egypt’s Third Dynasty kings.

After decades of neglect and the risk of collapse, the Egyptian government
started an ambitious project to restore it to splendour in 2006.

“Today we celebrate the completion of the project of warding off the danger
and maintaining and restoring the first and oldest remaining pyramid in
Egypt,” said tourism and antiquities minister Khaled Al-Anani.

The structure was designed by Imhotep, described by some as the world’s first
architect.

“We are in awe as to how he was able to create this structure, which has
remained standing for 4,700 years,” said Anani.

Restoration work stopped in 2011 after Egypt’s popular uprising that toppled
longtime President Hosni Mubark, but resumed at the end of 2013.

Djoser’s Step Pyramid, the first large-scale stone construction in history
and the largest pyramidal funerary complex, is located at Saqqara
archaeological site, west of Cairo.

The 60-meter-high pyramid consists of six stacked steps over a burial shaft
tomb which is 28 meters deep and seven meters wide.

Speaking alongside the pyramid, Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly said
Egypt was engaged in many large-scale projects, and the restoration of its
heritage was one of them.

“Although of course we are very proud that this is an Egyptian legacy, we
also know very well it is world and global heritage that we are very keen to
maintain,” he added.

The project saw efforts to prevent the pyramid from collapsing, and external
and internal restoration work, including of the paths leading to the pyramid
and the internal corridors leading to the burial chamber.

Experts also restored the sarcophagus of King Djoser within the pyramid and
the walls of the burial shaft tomb.
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Sochi 2.0: How will new Turkey, Russia
deal play out on the ground?
Thu, 2020-03-05 22:52

ANKARA: Amid the ongoing bloodshed in Syria’s last rebel-held stronghold of
Idlib, Turkey and Russia finally agreed a new ceasefire following a meeting
in Moscow on March 5.

The meeting lasted almost six hours, signaling a tense negotiation process
between powers supporting different sides in the Syrian conflict, now
approaching its ninth year.

In a joint statement, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Russian
President Vladimir Putin announced the establishment of a security corridor
of 12 kilometers (km) in width, straddling the M4 highway running through the
province.
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No mention was made about the other strategic M5 highway, or whether regime
forces would retreat behind the current Turkish observation post line.

Turkey would retaliate with full force if it came under Syrian attack,
Erdogan added.

Ryan Bohl, Middle East and North Africa analyst at geopolitical intelligence
platform Stratfor, said the announcement would mean that Turkey accepted
Syria’s territorial gains in Idlib as permanent.

“Ankara is accepting a smaller zone of influence in Idlib overall so that it
can get on track with a de-escalation process with Russia, Syria, and Iran,”
he told Arab News.

According to the deal, joint patrols between Russia and Turkey will also
start by March 15, along the M4 from the settlement of Trumba, 2 km west of
Saraqib, to Ain-Al-Havr.

Bohl thinks that the deal was as good as Turkey could manage in current
circumstances.

“Further military escalations put Turkish troops at risk of a fight with
Russia. It has managed to successfully punish the Syrian army, so from that
standpoint it has a victory to take home to Turkish citizens. But it hasn’t
really reversed many of the key territorial gains Assad has made especially
around Saraqib,” he said.

Data from Turkish polling firm Metropoll shortly before Turkey launched a
military operation into Idlib revealed that the Turkish government didn’t
have the majority of the public on side: Only 48.8 percent of people thought
Turkish Armed Forces should not have been sent to northern Syria.

Danny Makki, an independent Syria analyst, doesn’t expect a serious offensive
in Idlib for now, because Russia and Turkey would focus on maintaining this
deal.

“But in the long term it will be hard to stop the fighting,” he told Arab
News. This will be the 14th ceasefire that has been declared in Idlib since
2018.

“The M5 is not part of the agreement seemingly and that is the first major
Turkish concession. While stopping the day-to-day fighting is a hard ask,
both sides have put considerable consideration into this agreement, so it’s a
priority to be held up,” he said.

Nicholas Danforth, senior visiting fellow at the German Marshall Fund of the
United States, thinks that Turkey’s escalation in Idlib has partially checked
the regime’s advance, but had not fundamentally changed the dynamics of the
conflict.

“In the new deal that was brokered between Turkey and Russia, Damascus kept
the territory it gained, while Ankara prevented it from gaining any more for
now. Moscow still has its mediation role to play,” he told Arab News.
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